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Don’t be fooled 


LAST MONTH Nick Griffin announced 
that the BNP could no longer be accused of 
being racist. He made this claim after the party 
voted to change its constitution to allow non- 
whites to join. Within days, the first expressed 
an interest in joining. 

Let us hope that the media do not fall for 
Griffin’s spin. The BNP is as racist as it ever 
was. I’ve always been slightly uneasy with the 
media’s_ slightly unhealthy pre-occupation 
with the BNP’s membership rules, often to 
the exclusion of its other policies and rules. 
I was always afraid that the media would 
really believe something had fundamentally 
changed when the BNP altered its rulebook. 
Nothing has changed and it is vital for 
everyone to realise that. Quite apart from the 
thuggery, which saw a Times journalist 
assaulted because a colleague had written 
something unfavourable towards the BNP, 
the rules were changed only because a court 
had demanded it. 

Racism is a mindset that no choice of words 
can alter. The BNP only changed its 
repatriation policy because it deemed its real 
views too unpalatable for the British public. 
The BNP remains a racist party which believes 
in the racial superiority of one race over 
another and it does not believe that non- 
whites have any place in Britain. As the 
election approaches we will hear the BNP 
repeatedly claiming that it is no longer racist. 
We must ensure that the media do not fall for 
this lie and that they place the BNP under 
proper scrutiny. 


Taking to the streets 


With the general and local elections only 
weeks away HOPE not hate is gearing up 
for its biggest campaign to date. We are 
producing over 20 different newspapers, 
running a huge telephone canvassing and 
direct mail operation, and working with faith 
networks, trade unions and community 
groups. But nothing beats getting out on the 
streets and this is where we need your support. 
On Saturday 27 March we will be taking 
to the streets in every town and city in 
the country. I hope you will join us so that 
together we can beat the BNP. a 


Richard 
Barnbrook, BNP 
London Assembly 
member and 
Barking and 
Dagenham 
(oolUl poll fo) @ (ole) diates 
more than usually 
flustered, tries to 
lay down the law 
outside the EGM 


he British National Party will 
now admit non-white members 
after legal proceedings brought 
by the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission left it with no 
practical option but to change its 
constitution. 

Unlike the party’s annual conference 
in November, which only the small 
number of “voting members” can attend 
— members of at least two years’ 
standing who fulfil certain activist 
criteria — anyone holding a fully paid 
up membership card could attend the 
Extraordinary General Meeting held 
on Sunday 14 February to vote on 
the changes. 

The leadership clearly did not expect 
many to bother. The venue was the Elm 
Park pub in Hornchurch, east London, 
probably one of the most insalubrious in 
Essex. The attraction was probably 
two-fold. Firstly, it is close to some 
of the BNP’s key target constituencies: 
Barking, Dagenham and Rainham, 
Brentwood and Ongar, Thurrock, and 


J) BNP votes for non- 
white members 


By Gerry Gable 


Upminster. Secondly, no other place 
would have the racist party on the 
premises. As the BNP told London 
County Court on 28 January, when 
asking for more time, it had had 
difficulty finding a venue. 

Customer reviews of the pub include 
such recommendations as: “Place is 
dirty, toilets are filthy, and the place 
is generally unwelcoming” and “What 


a dump”. 
Eddy Butler, the BNP national 
organiser, chaired the meeting, 


which opened with Robert West, the 
BNP’s fake reverend, saying a prayer. 
Then, to the strains of “This is the 
Self Preservation Society, the theme 
from The Italian Job, Nick Griffin 
entered surrounded by his minders. 
Perhaps they take their cue from the 
bunch of unsuccessful criminals who 
feature in the film. 

The changes to the constitution were 
explained, though many of the under 
300 members present seemed clueless 
about what was going on. After Griffin 


The 
constitutional 
changes 


By Sonia Gable 


THE EGM was concerned with the 
approval of four broad sections of 
the British National Party's constitution 
that deal with matters of principle. 
Under the autocratic party's previous 
constitution, the 11th edition, Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, has the personal right to 
- change sections dealing with practical 


and organisational matters. Members 
were told that he had made changes but 
not what they were. In fact some of the 
new sections they were asked to approve 
were headed “to be revised by the 
Chairman’, including the section on 
electing the chairman. 

Admission to BNP membership is now 
open to any individual who is “indigenous 
British by descent or origin’ or “is of any 
other descent or origin” Why the party still 
needs to distinguish the two is unclear, 
but anyone applying to join on account 
of being “indigenous British” has to 
confirm that their representation to this 
effect is “true and accurate" 

Members also have to confirm that 
they are not members of a “proscribed 
organisation’ — mostly extreme nazi 


groups — and, so that Griffin can maintain 
full control, their application has to be 
accepted by the chairman. There appears 
to be no right of appeal. Under the 
previous constitution the chairman could 
only reject an application if it was not in 
the interests of the party, a slightly less 
sweeping power. 

In addition every applicant must 
confirm that he or she “bona fide 
supports and agrees with each of the 
Principles of our Party’ Unlike in other 
political parties, broad agreement with 
most of them is not enough. 

It is the new 11-clause statement of 
principles that the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission can be expected to 
scrutinise for evidence of indirect 
indiscrimination. The statement is 


and 


the ‘civic British” — 


The Elm Park pub, venue of the BNP EGM, is known as the haunt of gangsters, drug dealers and football hooligans. It can now add fascists to its 


role of dishonour 


had taken some mostly sycophantic 
questions, the meeting adjourned for a 
buffet lunch, slightly above the usual 
standard for BNP meetings. 

Proceedings resumed late as members 
proved dilatory in returning all glasses 
to the bar despite several pleas to do so. 
Perhaps Griffin was worried about what 
members might do with their glasses in 
the meeting. After further questions, it 
was time for the formal “debate”. 

Naturally it was Griffin who spoke in 
support of the changes. Against him 
were Bob Gertner, a one-time Croydon 
branch organiser, seconded by Paul 
Ballard, a long-time hardliner, also from 
south London. Both knew from the 
outset that they were only there for show. 

The meeting was then thrown open 
for contributions from the floor. 
Unsurprisingly everyone spoke in 
favour. What appeared to hurt Gertner 
and Ballard most was their betrayal by 
Richard Edmonds, one of the party’s 
long-time haters, who has often openly 
opposed Griffin. 


peppered with the word ‘indigenous’, 
though strangely the definitions section 
of the new constitution states merely: 
“Indigenous British means [to be inserted 
by the Chairman]’. 

BNP members have to support “self 
determination and sovereignty in all 
indigenous British affairs” and the “unity 
... integrity of. the indigenous 
British” Naturally the BNP is pledged 
to reverse immigration and restore 
“by legal changes, negotiation and 
consent, the indigenous British as the 
overwhelming majority in the make up 
of the population and expression 
of culture in of [sic] each part of our 


British Homeland”. 


After introducing the concept of 
assimilated legal 


Edmonds quoted an article by the late 
John ‘Tyndall, the BNP’s founder, 
affectionately known by many older 
members, and some younger ones, as 
“Old Jackboots”. According to Edmonds, 
Tyndall had written in 2004 that he was 
against any constitutional change that 
would allow anybody other than 100% 
white Britons into the party, but had 
added that, if it became a legal necessity, 
he would support such a change for the 
sake of the party’s survival. The fact that 
Edmonds is a tenant of Ballard did not 
help relations between them at all. 

Carlos Cortiglia, a Uruguayan who 
supported the Argentinians in their war 
against Britain to snatch the Malvinas 
as he calls the Falklands, did a show- 
stopping rant that left many astonished. 
Declaring he was a British citizen, he 
said anyone who spoke against Griffin 
was rubbish. Cortiglia constantly boasts 
to his fellow fascists about his work as a 
translator for Chatham House, but is 
less keen to mention his exotic 
contributions on various websites. 


immigrants regarded as “good, loyal 
and 
statement turns 
The BNP supports private enterprise 
and private property ownership, but 
opposes 
capitalism’, “laissez-faire free trade” and 
the “free movement of labour, plant and 
capital across national borders’. 


citizens” - the 
to other issues. 


law-abiding 


“international 


wu 


monopoly 


The party also “implacably” opposes 


Marxism, communism, Stalinism, 
Trotskyism, political correctness and 
multiculturalism as well as “national 


socialism in all its forms’ The same 
paragraph 
capitalism’, “Islam” — which the BNP 


also condemns “liberal 


Eventually the meeting moved to a 
vote on the constitutional changes, with 
no option to amend them or approve 
only some. As expected, the meeting 
awarded Griffin an overwhelming 
victory with only five votes against the 
changes and four abstentions. 

The vote may not be the end of the 
matter. Two days after the meeting 
Griffin had to deliver a copy of the new 
constitution to the EHRC and both 
parties are due back in court on 
9 March. Only then will the BNP find 
out whether the changes are acceptable 
to the EHRC and the judge. 

Although not a BNP member, Jim 
Dowson, the party’s fundraising and 
management “consultant” who runs its 
Belfast office, was on hand, clearly 
looking after his investment in the party 
he now more or less owns. 

After the vote, all participants 
apart from the minders and senior 
party officers were ordered to make 
themselves scarce, as Griffin was to 
address the media (see page 6). ~= 


Further paragraphs express the party's 


support for “armed neutrality’ the 
enactment of a “Bill of British Rights’, 
devolution, ‘citizens’ initiative referenda’ 
and curbs on the media, before returning 
to the “indigenous British’ theme with a 
somewhat circular assertion that “the 
indigenous British are the indigenous 
peoples of our British Homeland” 


Elsewhere, a section on electing the 


party chairman includes the interesting 
provision 
no leadership election “during the 
imprisonment of the chairman on 
account of his or her upholding the 
principles of our party” The new 


that there should be 


presumably sees as a political point of 
view rather than a religion -— and 
“European Federalism’. 


constitution also grants increased 
power to Griffin to change many of 
its provisions. ~a 


Griffin defends BNP 


By Simon Cressy and Gerry Gable 


he business of the British 
National Party’s Emergency 
General Meeting was over- 
shadowed by the vicious 
assault on a journalist at the press 
conference that closed the day’s 
proceedings. Media representatives 
had not been allowed to attend the 
debate itself but were invited in to 
hear Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
explain the constitutional changes. 
The day before the meeting The 
Times had published an article by 


Tom Baldwin and Fiona Hamilton on 
the BNP’s campaign in Barking and 
Dagenham. Richard Barnbrook, a 
local BNP councillor and would-be 
council leader, had been made to 
look a complete idiot with his vain 
boasts about having more 
“charisma” than Griffin. 

Barnbrook was set on revenge 
and in the absence of Hamilton, 
whom the BNP’s deputy leader 
Simon Darby had proscribed more 
than once before, it was Dominic 


Kennedy, the Times investigations 
editor, who was to suffer. 

Although Darby had _ invited 
Kennedy into the press conference, 
even addressing him by his first 
name, Barnbrook insisted that the 
party's minders remove him. 
While Kennedy was trying to reason 
with Eddy Butler, who appeared to 
be in charge of security, someone 
punched Kennedy in the _ back. 
A mob of stewards and BNP officers 
then lifted him up and pushed him 


Thugs from the BNP security team remove Times journalist Dominic Kennedy. Taking part in the assault is BNP Epping councillor Rod Law (third from 
right with black tie). The angry thug on the left later tries to rip the nose from the reporter's face 


(inset) The BNP claimed it used minimal force to eject Times reporter Dominic Kennedy. Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, told the media that Kennedy had to 


be “encouraged” to leave 


Please get in touch if you can identify any of 
the BNP thugs who assaulted Dominic 


Kennedy or the man who attacked the 
protester outside the London County Court, 
so that we can pass the information to the 
appropriate authorities. 


BNP national organiser Eddy Butler (centre) orders Dominic Kennedy to leave, watched by Jim 
Dowson (left, with glasses) 


A protester who had the temerity to shout at Nick Griffin outside the London County Court is 
brutally assaulted by the BNP suffering cuts around his eyes when his glasses were smashed into his 
face. The lack of a police presence meant the thug got away with the attack 


X% 


out of the building, grabbing his 
nose and trying to remove it from 
his face. Another punch was thrown 
and Kennedy was flung at a parked 
car outside. 

Griffin justified their action, 
saying: “Because he is from The 
Times, which is owned by Rupert 
Murdoch, and it lies and it lies and it 
lies about this party.” That did not 
stop Griffin from getting himself 
interviewed live on Sky News, also 
of course owned by Murdoch, and 
praising its “for once uncensored 
BNP honesty”. 

Having instigated a_ violent 
assault on a journalist, Barnbrook 
then had the temerity to write on 
his blog that, unlike its opponents 
who “shout and scream” BNP 
canvassers “listen and discuss”. 
The BNP’s “media unit” turned the 
truth on its head by accusing 
Kennedy of being a “street thug 
masquerading as a journalist” and a 
“leftist lunatic” who had gone to the 
meeting “looking for trouble”. 

Griffin was of the same mind, 
using the attack to reassure any 
members who still had doubts over 
the constitutional changes that 
the party was not “going soft”. 
That “millions of viewers” had seen 
the BNP’s thugs in action was 
all the better. 

The new’ BNP constitution 
adopted that day pledges to curb 
the media. The assault on Kennedy 
was a graphic illustration of the 
party’s intent. 

When Kennedy complained to 
the police afterwards, they 
allegedly pointed out that it was 
a private gathering and he had 
been asked to leave because he 
was trespassing. The illegal violence 
by senior members of the BNP and 
the gang of thugs they describe as 
their security team appears to be of 
no interest to the Metropolitan 
Police Service. ~< 


Comme 


The BNP is still a racist party 


By Dave Williams and Sonia Gable 


THE BNP REMAINS a racist party 
despite the constitutional changes 
adopted last month. This was not 
a principled rejection of bigotry. 
The BNP had to be forced, under 
the threat of legal action, to amend 
its racist constitution. It did so 
reluctantly to secure its survival and 
avoid a costly court battle ahead of the 
general election. 

Nick Griffin, the party leader, claims 
that changing the party’s constitution 
has given it a significant propaganda 
victory as opponents will no longer 
be able to call the party racist. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Racism and racial prejudice cannot be 
expunged by changes to a piece of paper 
that most of the BNP membership will 
never read. 

If the court accepts that the BNP’s 
new constitution has brought the party 
within the law (and this is by no means 
guaranteed), this will not make one iota 
of difference to the racist policies 
propagated by the party and its leaders, 
who continue to fight for an all-white 
Britain. The BNP’s ideological core and 
the minds of its members remain 
saturated with racism. 

Even the mailing to members 
notifying them of the constitutional 
changes showed the party was still racist 
by including an advertisement for the 
latest booklet by Arthur Kemp, 
the party's South African ideologue. 
Four Flags: The Indigenous People of 
Britain supposedly “refutes the lie that 
there are no indigenous British people” 
and claims, using pseudo-scientific 
languages, that: “Genetic evidence 
shows that the vast majority — nearly 
80% - of all British people have 
ancestors going back to the end of the 
last mini ice age 12,000 years ago”. 
Subsequent invasions, such as the 
Anglo-Saxons and Normans, “had 
negligible impacts upon the British 
people”, Kemp claims conveniently. 

Griffin capitulated to the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission 
because to contest the case would have 
cost too much in legal fees and the 
membership freeze was harming 
the BNP’s fundraising efforts for the 
general election and, more importantly, 
Griffin’s chance of becoming an MP. 

No one in their right mind believes 
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that the BNP will be flooded with 
applications from non-white people. 
Any who do join will kept far away 
from the levers of power. 

They will, in short, be used as a fig 
leaf, just as the Jewish antecedents of 
Pat Richardson, a BNP councillor in 
Loughton, Essex, are regularly cited as 
“proof” that that the party is not 
antisemitic. No one will be fooled by the 
much-touted impending membership 
of Rajinder Singh, an elderly Sikh man 
who hates Muslims. Racists exist in all 
communities. The fact that birds of a 
feather choose to flock together is no 
surprise. What is surprising is that so 
few of them have turned to the BNP, 
which just goes to show how utterly 
beyond the pale the party is. 

More proof of the BNP’s racism, 
if any were needed, came a day after 
the EGM when a black man appeared 
on the BNP’s social network site 
purporting to be one Daniel Muranbuti. 
“T like reggae and poetry,” he supposedly 
wrote, “and I fully support your aim to 
keep Britain British’. 

There was even a picture. The problem 
was that it belonged to Oscar Grant, a 
young American man who was killed by 
a police officer on a train as he was 
returning from San Francisco after a 


New Year's Eve party. At best the BNP 
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was treating the violent murder of a black 
man as a joke, at worst, the racist party 
was applauding it. 

The BNP remains a party led by a man 
with a conviction for inciting race hate. 
The BNP still aims to create an apartheid 
state in Britain by making members of 
ethnic minority communities second- 
class citizens. Constitutional changes 
notwithstanding, the BNP still believes 
there is no such thing as a “black Briton” 
and remains committed to biologically 
based racism to interpret who is and who 
is not British. 

The BNP still blames black people 
for crime, particularly knife crime, and 
continues to sell books that claim black 
people have a lower IQ than whites. 
Griffin maintains close links with racial 
scientists and eugenicists. Days after the 
EGM he had been intending to speak 
at a US racist conference until its last- 
minute cancellation. 

The party attacks all Muslims, not 
only those it claims are extremists, and 
has enshrined opposition to Islam in its 
new constitution. Griffin believes “there 
is no such thing as a moderate Muslim’. 

And Griffin continues to build 
bridges with foreign extremists who 
deny the Holocaust, express antisemitic 
views and hope for a “final solution” to 
the “Roma question’. ~= 


Griffin addresses 
Belgian racist students 


by Dave Williams 


BRITISH NATIONAL Party voters in the 
North West must be wondering what 
on earth Nick Griffin is doing for them. 
Precious little is the answer. Instead 
the BNP chairman, whom they elected 
to the European Parliament last June, 
appears to be suffering from an acute 
case of fascist wanderlust. 

When not addressing BNP meetings 
around the country and running his 
Barking general election campaign, 
Griffin, who is rarely seen in his 
constituency, enjoys addressing fascist 
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and white supremacist meetings in 
Europe with his continental counterparts. 

Hot on the heals of Griffin's failed 
trip to the United States, Martin 
Wingfield, Griffin's Communications 
and Campaigns Officer, proudly 
announced that his boss was to be a 
guest speaker at a far-right 
symposium in Flanders organised by 
the Nationalistic Student Association 
(NSV). Griffin would be appearing at 
the gathering in Ghent on 24 February 
alongside other “nationalist” MEPs 
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including the Holocaust denier 
Bruno Gollnisch, deputy chairman 
of the French National Front, Frank 
Vanhecke, the racist leader of the 
Belgian Flemish Interest (VB), and 
Andreas Molzer, a leading member of 
the Austrian Freedom Party and editor 
of the racist journal Zur Zeit. 

Ever keen to gild the lily, the BNP 
describes the event as an “academic 
conference”. It is anything but. 
Founded in 1976 the NSV is noted for 
its antisemitism, racism and_ pro- 
Nazism, and together with its youth 
wing, the National Young Students 
Association (NJSV), served as a 
training ground for future VB leaders 
including Vanhecke and the hardline 
Filip Dewinter, who wields the real 
power in the VB. NJSV activists also 
cultivated ties with the nazi terror 
group Combat 18 at a time when it 
was proscribed by the BNP. 

Griffin appears to have no qualms 
about hobnobbing with Belgian 
extremists. This is not the first 
invitation from the NSV since he 
became an MEP. He tried to address 
the organisation in October 2009, 
though proceedings were curtailed 
when Antwerp University banned the 
meeting from campus, forcing it to 
relocate at the last minute. 

Griffin clearly also has no ideological 
reservations about consorting with 
Gollnisch, the French  antisemite 
whose conviction for Holocaust denial 
has not put Griffin off from working 
with him in the European Parliament. 

Interestingly the page on Griffin 
in the conference programme, 
displayed on his website and which 
describes him as a “celebrated 
nationalist politician’, | proclaims: 
“This leaflet has been funded by 
the European Parliament” and_ is 
“promoted by Nick Griffin MEP”. 
Quite what benefit the electorate of 
the North West get from Griffin’s self- 
aggrandisement among his fellow 
fascists is hard to imagine. ~= 


Investigation 


blows up before lift off 


Nick Griffin’s junket to North America last month fell flat following the last-minute 
cancellation of the American Renaissance conference at which he was to have beena 
keynote speaker, reports Dave Williams. 


he leader of the British 

National Party was left with an 

unexpected gap in his busy 

schedule in mid-February. 
Nick Griffin had been invited to speak 
at a number of “white nationalist” 
meetings in the USA from 18 to 21 
February. However, his  whistle- 
stop tour ground to a halt after 
four successive hotels cancelled 
bookings for the ninth biennial 
American Renaissance conference, at 
which Griffin was hoping to deliver 
an address entitled “Victory against 
all odds’, celebrating his election 
as an MEP. 

The American Renaissance 
conference is a central event in the 
calendar of any self-respecting white 
nationalist, neo-nazi, Klansman_ or 
Holocaust denier and its cancellation 


will be a big blow. American 
Renaissance is dedicated to 
propagating the pseudo-scientific 


“research” of racial and racist scientists 
obsessed by a belief in the innate 
mental and moral inferiority of blacks 
to whites. It also produces a newsletter 
of the same name, edited by its 
founder and conference organiser 
Jared Taylor, which argues, in issue 
after issue with tiresome monotony, 
that blacks are genetically inferior to 
whites. This chimes with Taylor's “clear 
conception of the United States as a 
nation ruled by and for whites.” 

Griffin's intention to speak at 
the American Renaissance 


conference certainly gives the lie to his 
claim that the BNP is not racist in the 
wake of the constitutional change 
forced on his fascist party by the 
courts. He was not the only British 
fascist invited. Taylor had hoped to 
bring over the BNP ideologue Arthur 
Kemp, author of the monumental 
racist tome March of the Titans, but, as 
Kemp noted, “things have come up 
which will prevent me from attending’. 

After a third hotel cancelled the 
American Renaissance conference 
booking, the rest of Griffin's trip fell 
away. His first speaking engagement 
was to have been at Michigan State 
University (MSU) in East Lansing, 
Michigan, on 18 February. Griffin had 
spoken there in October 2007 under 
the aegis of the MSU chapter of 


the Young Americans for Freedom 
(YAF), headed by Kyle Bristow, as 
part of a tour organised by Preston 
Wiginton, a white supremacist 
skinhead from Texas. 

Wiginton, who has close links with 
violent Russian nazis, was deported 
from Britain last year when he landed 
in Heathrow to attend the BNP’s Red, 
White and Blue festival. He was at 
Griffin's side during the MSU event 
as Griffin's speech degenerated into 
little more than a heated argument 
between him and his audience. 
The Michigan Messenger, the student 
newspaper, reported that during his 
“Q and A’ with the audience, “Griffin 
called protesters stupid, accused them 
of being bused in from Detroit, and of 
being lesbians. He also told protesters 

he would ‘shove’ homosexuals back 

in the closet and’kill them.” 
This time Griffin's sponsors were 
the Sons of Liberty, a newly 
registered student — organisation 
founded and presided over by Jordan 
Zammit, a freshman. Griffin was to be 
the star speaker for their first public 
event. The venue was a tightly guarded 
secret, withheld by — university 
authorities even from the Michigan 
Messenger, which eventually tracked it 
down to the Student Union. Griffin was 
to have addressed a_ lunchtime 
meeting on his latest ideological 
bugbear, “how the fraud of man-made 
global warming is used by liberals to 
attack the sovereignty of nation-states” 


Nick Griffin (left) on his 2007 visit to Michigan State University, flanked by his minder Martin Reynolds (centre) and his host, the US nazi Preston Wiginton 


It was Griffin who pulled the plug 
on this event, ostensibly because 
the cancellation of the American 
Renaissance conference meant it was 
not worth his while to honour the 
invitation to a untried and untested 
student group from which he had 
little to gain politically or personally. 
Three days before the event was due 
to take place, Zammit issued a press 
release, posted to the American 
Renaissance website, conceding that 
it would be a waste of Griffin's time 
to address his tiny organisation 
“when he could otherwise spend 
his time campaigning for a seat in the 
UK Parliament”. 

One might add that this too is a 
waste of time and his energies would 
be better spent representing the 
voters of the North West. Zammit 
promised defiantly that next time 
Griffin crossed the Atlantic the Sons of 
Liberty would stage a meeting for him. 

Following his speech to MSU, Griffin 
was to have been whisked away to 
Kenyon College in Gambler, Ohio, to 
address a meeting that evening. It had 
been organised by Taylor Somers, 
leader of the conservative Robert A 
Taft Society. Somers also runs an 
organisation called Occident, styled 
as “a movement to restore eternal 
truths in the West”, but which in reality 
offers little more than a rehash of the 
usual esoteric fascist ideas hawked by 
adherents to third positionist fascism. 
Griffin, a former third positionist 


himself, would have been an ideal 
speaker. However, Somers, under 
pressure from the university and 
indeed many of his own friends 
who were appalled at his invitation 
to Griffin, cancelled the meeting 
citing his “concern” for the safety of his 
fellow students. 

Somers’s excuse was rather thin. 
He had previously called for “retaliation” 
against the One People's Project, which 
had been successfully exposing his 
antics. One person responding to the 
call said, “Yes, let’s have some violent 
reaction to it. | live near DC’ The same 
person went on to declare, “Smash the 
reds. White power!!!” 

After the cancellation Somers 
apologised profusely and thanked 
fellow students for showing that 
“we were on the wrong course”. 
He promised to “embark on a path of 
radical self-examination” and claimed, 
“I'm not a bigot, fascist, or totalitarian, 
but rather, perhaps, more of a 
contrarian”. The Occidental Quarterly, a 
hardline third positionist American 
journal edited by Greg Johnson, was 
unimpressed, branding Somers a 
“weakling”. Perhaps stung by such 
criticism Somers took down _ his 
Facebook page and disappeared, 
temporarily at least. 

Griffin would then have made his 
way to Washington DC where the 
American Renaissance conference was 
to open on the evening of 19 February. 
Taylor is no student freshman with a 


penchant for causing outrage and 
controversy, but is made of sterner 
stuff. A hardened veteran of the “white 
nationalist” movement, he remained 
doggedly determined that the 
conference would go ahead despite 
being chased from pillar to post by 
anti-fascists. 

After three hotels withdrew their 
facilities, Taylor managed at the 
eleventh hour to email conference 
registrants that he had found a venue 
with “backbone”. Griffin, lacking 
similar backbone, had already pulled 
out — so much for the white racial 
solidarity that Griffin is always raving 
on about. 

In the event, Griffin had made the 
right decision. Less than 48 hours 
before the conference was to open, 
the Capitol Skyline hotel cancelled. 
It was the end for the conference. 
In a notice sent to registrants and 
posted on the American Renaissance 
website, a forlorn Taylor wrote: “We 
informed the hotel of all circum- 
stances surround [sic] the previous 
cancellations, including death threats, 
and the hotel still agreed to hold the 
conference. We had every reason to 
believe it would hold firm. We feel just 
as betrayed as you do. 

“We will be in touch later to discuss 
how to handle refunds of conference 
registrations and other matters.” 

It was the first time that American 
Renaissance had failed to hold its 
conference. =a 


By Sonia Gable 


“To lose one parent 
may be regarded as a 
misfortune. To lose two 
looks like carelessness”, 


wrote Oscar Wilde. The loss of three 
was not something he contemplated, yet 
when it comes to treasurers, the British 
National Party has managed to lose 
three in the space of under a year. 

When Jenny Noble quit in April 
2009, after less than 12 months in post, 
Simon Darby, the BNP’s deputy leader, 
added the role of national treasurer to 
his already large portfolio. He would, 
however, only have oversight respon- 
sibility as the day-to-day work would be 
carried out by John Thompson in 
Belfast helped by a “fully qualified 
accounts technician’. 

Within six months Darby had given 
way to Philip Reddall, the party’s North 
Shropshire organiser. An indication 
that all was still not well in the treasury 
department came on Darby’s blog on 13 
January when he wrote, decrying the 
loss of telecommunications at his home 
near Welshpool, “So here I find myself 
trying to run an election campaign, help 
manage the finances and be the press 
officer of a major political party without 
either a telephone line, broadband or 
even a dial-up connection’. 

All was revealed on 12 February 
when Emma Colgate, the party 
manager, announced the appointment 
of yet another national treasurer. 
David Hannam, the party’ deputy 
treasurer since 2006, had _ been 
promoted to the top job. 

“Mr Hannam’s experience within 
treasury makes him the correct choice 
for the post of National Treasurer,” 
declared Colgate, praising his work on 
the party’s regional accounts. The fact 
that the 2007 regional accounts 
included a “petty cash difference” of 
over £147,000 apparently did not 
detract from his “excellent track record 
with the auditor and the electoral 
commission’. 


Hannam himself was quick to try to 
endear himself to party members. 
Mindful of the BNP’s record of fines for 
late submission of accounts to the 
Electoral Commission, he claimed on 
the BNP website: “We have this week 
already submitted the 2009 Regional 
Statement of Accounts to the auditor 
and we intend to do the same very 
shortly with the Central Statement of 
Accounts ensuring two of the earliest 
submissions this party has ever made”. 

Sycophantic BNP supporters com- 
menting on the party website described 
Hannam variously as “the best man for 
the job”, “an able and transparently 
honest man” and “very professional”. 
It was a far cry from how the 28-year- 
old, who had joined the BNP at the 
age of 16, was regarded less than three 
years ago. 

Late in 2007, when the BNP was on 
the verge of the internal rebellion that 
threatened to split the party, Ian 
Dawson did not mince his words in his 
letter of resignation from his position as 
the partys head of group support: 
“I don't know what more I have to do or 
say to get through the point that Dave 
[Hannam] is completely incompetent. 
... [have proved beyond doubt that the 
job is clearly beyond Dave. 

“Hannam has messed things up from 
day one, before he got ‘bogged down’ in 
an audit, during it, and after it. If he 
worked in a bank he would not last a 
week. Not only is he incompetent, he 
also lies. Again, this can be proved time 
and time again, yet it seems that no 
matter how much some people lie, and 
however big the lies are, they get away 
with it. I can't think of one thing that 
Dave does well — if there is something I 
have not seen it. That is not an 
exaggeration or an unnecessary insult, 
it is a fact.” 


It was the incompetence of Hannam 
and his close colleague Mark Collett, 


the party’s publicity officer, that 
prompted Sadie Graham, the party’s 
group development officer, and Kenny 
Smith, its administration officer, to 
demand their removal, a move that 
rapidly led to their own expulsion from 
the party. In an effort to mollify 
party members and stem the rebellion, 
Griffin announced in December 2007 
that the role of deputy treasurer 
would be abolished over the coming 
months, the work being devolved to 
the party’s regions. 

It never happened. Like the 
“demotion” of Collett announced at 
the same time, it was just window 
dressing, an ultimately successful tactic 
to buy time. 

Incompetence was not the only 
accusation levelled against Hannam. 
At the party’s 2006 annual conference 
in Blackpool, Collett and Hannam 
were issued with a final warning by 
the party's disciplinary committee 
following allegations that they had 
brought two underage girls back to their 
hotel. When the pair broke party rules 
again at the 2007 conference, which 


lrerinayear 


should have led to their expulsion, 
Griffin accepted their dubious claim 
that they had never received the final 
warning and let them stay. 


One reason why Hannam_has 
remained in Griffin's good books is his 
willingness to use the funds of the 
partys local units to bail out 
the national organisation. At the end 
of 2006 the party owed its branches 
£22,000, though this was paid off in 
January 2007. 

By the end of 2007, the party was 
again in debt to its branches, for nearly 
£42,000. This time repayment was not 
forthcoming. The auditors’ report on 
the regional accounts highlighted the 
debt, pointing out that the party had 
“insufficient funds, which places doubt 
on the ability of the Party to repay this 
money”. Hannam’s treasurer's report 
stated: “It is the aim of central office to 
repay this internal loan with monthly 
standing orders”, but there was no sign 
of that happening. 

Instead the party continued to raid 
branch funds to the extent that by the 
end of 2008 the debt had risen to over 
£50,000. But, ever cooperative, Hannam 
had found a way of getting the party off 


(above left to right) treasurers no longer: Jenny Noble, Simon Darby and Philip Reddall 
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(left) unpopular duo: “nazi boy” Mark Collett and “incompetent” David Hannam 


the hook. “In 2009 certain costs were 
incurred on behalf of the Branches, by 
the Central Office, in connection with 
the European election,” wrote Hannam 
in a note to the accounts. “These are to 
be recharged, and will cover the money 
due by Central Office to the Branches.” 
In other words the branches could 
whistle for the money. 

The party continued to bleed its local 
groups dry during the European 
election campaign. A letter from 
Griffin, dutifully circulated by Hannam, 
decreed: “I am requesting that all BNP 
units who are currently holding funds 
above the normal level bank these 
funds ASAP! Any units who feel they 
can function with less funds right now 
should also bank.” 

No doubt Hannam will issue more 
such pleas in the run-up to the general 
election. He has taken over as treasurer 
at a time when the party faces serious 
financial problems. Since the European 
election campaign, on which the party 
spent nearly £283,000, the BNP has 
faced a membership ban and legal 
expenses arising from the action by 
the Equalities and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) over the party’s 
discriminatory constitution. 

On video following his appearance at 
the London County Court on 28 
January, Griffin revealed that the court 
had awarded costs against the BNP 
which the EHRC put at £100,000 so 
far. The party had been ordered to pay 
£12,500 into court within 14 days, 
money that Griffin claimed it did not 
have. And that was not to mention 
the BNP’s own legal costs for 
representation in court and redrafting 
the constitution. 

In another recording two days later, 
Griffin focused on the ban on the BNP 
recruiting new members. Explaining 


that it would not be lifted until the next 
court hearing on 9 March at the earliest, 
he claimed that what had grown into a 
five-month ban was costing the party 
“at least £100,000”. That was not only 
lost the membership fees from the 
(grossly exaggerated) “thousands of 
people” who had not been able to join, 
but “other things as well”, presumably 
donations and sales of literature and 
merchandise. 

On top of these two lots of £100,000, 
the BNP is also trying to raise money for 
its general election effort. Shortly before 
Christmas Griffin fired the first shot 
with an appeal to raise £72,500 for the 
party's “Support our troops, bring them 
home” campaign. Since then the EHRC 
court case has occupied centre stage. 
It seems likely that any money raised so 
far has been grabbed to cover legal costs, 
to the irritation of those members who 
have emptied their wallets for the party 
for the umpteenth time. 

According to Darby writing on 8 
January, the BNP has “no overdraft 
facility, no debit cards and no credit 
cards”. What the party does not have it 
will not be able to spend. Hannam has 
shown that he is Griffin's perfect 
poodle, but he cannot conjure money 
out of thin air. 

At last month’s special meeting to 
vote on the constitutional changes, 
Griffin announced he would be 
undertaking an 11-stop national tour to 
raise money for the election campaign. 
He also promised that the party’s 
fundraising Trafalgar Club would be 
putting on an additional dinner in 
April. Whether members will cough up 
sufficiently to get Griffin elected to the 
House of Commons, which is 
ultimately what the general election 
campaign is all about for him, must 
be doubtful. ~<a 


2010 campaign update 


Nick Lowles reports on the evolving HOPE not hate campaign 


OPE not hate is gearing up 
for its biggest campaign to 


date against the British 
National Party, which is 
looking to stand in as many 


parliamentary constituencies as possible 

and contest over 1,000 council seats. 
Last autumn and again at the 

beginning of this year we held several 


Organising Academies with the aim of 


developing local HOPE not hate 
organisers capable of running semi- 
independent campaigns. New groups 
have been set up across the country 
and several are already organising 
local activities. 

While our priority is to build groups 
in our key local authority areas, those 
places where the BNP presents a serious 
threat in one or more council wards, 
we are also keen to develop local 
groups wherever the BNP is active. 
Indeed, creating self-organising local 
groups in areas where the BNP does not 
pose a serious electoral risk allows the 
national HOPE not hate campaign to 
concentrate on our key areas. 

Much of our campaign is being 
organised from our new Dagenham 
office, which, as we reported last month, 
was an empty shell when we moved in. 
Electricity, bathrooms, flooring and 
even a print room and kitchen have 
been installed over the past two 
months. We now have about ten 
staff working there full-time, 
including five interns, who 
are working as volunteers until 
the election. 

Some key elements in our 
campaign are: 


Union Day 

Plans are well under way for 
this year’s Union Day, which 
will be held on Monday 26 
April. Unison and the PCS 


are the first unions to 


commit to linking up with HOPE not 
hate to produce anti-BNP material for 
their members, but it is expected that 
several others, particularly public sector 
unions, will join up too. 

Union Day provides us with the 
opportunity to tailor material directly 
for union members, address their issues 
and concerns, and explain why the BNP 
provides no answers. 

Faith campaigning 

We have linked up with the Church 
of England to run a campaign in 
Barking & Dagenham to alert church- 
goers to the danger of the BNP. 
In the first initiative of its kind, we are 
co-funding a worker to run the 
campaign, which will see briefings and 
materials being distributed to Anglican 
congregations. We hope this project will 
be extended to other Christian faiths in 
the area. 


Turnout Tuesday 
Following the huge success of last year’s 
D-Day mobilisation, when 480,000 
leaflets were distributed across Britain 
two days before the European 
election, we have decided to 
organise another eve-of-poll 

leafleting campaign, which 


will take place on Tuesday 4 May. 


Turnout Tuesday will involve 
HOPE not hate activists targeting 
transport interchanges, shopping 


centres and busy workplaces with 
simple leaflets reminding voters of the 
dangers of the BNP. 

We will give our supporters more 
information on this nearer the time. 


Stoke worker 

A new HOPE not hate worker has been 
appointed to co-ordinate our efforts in 
Stoke-on-Trent. Sarah Holden, who 
was previously an organiser for Unite, 
started work towards the end of last 
month with the aim of preventing the 
BNP from becoming the largest party 
on the council and even taking a 
parliamentary seat. 

Sarah will work alongside the local 
anti-BNP group NorSCARF and will 
also develop and increase capacity to 
deliver materials across the city. 


The post is co-funded by the 
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27 March Day of Action 


17 April 


26 April 
1 May 


4 may 


National Day of Action in 
our key regional 
priorities 

Union Day 

Day of Action 

(Barking & Dagenham 
and Stoke-on-Trent) 
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The HOPE not hate campaign has 
just launched a new_ online 
canvassing service that will allow 
our supporters, wherever they live in 
the country, to play a vital role 
in defeating the BNP in our key 
target areas. 

It has the added benefit that 
people will be able to 
campaign from the comfort of 
their own home. 

Canvassing is an_ integral 
part of modern political 
campaigning. It enables parties 
to identify their supporters, 
understand key issues and concerns, 
and maintain a dialogue with voters 
in the chosen areas. 

Our goal is simple: to contact 
potential voters in our key areas 
(such as Barking & Dagenham and 
Stoke-on-Trent) and identify those 
who oppose the BNP. We will then 
build up a relationship with these 
voters through a combination of 
direct mail, human contact and 
further phone calls in the hope that 
they will vote on election day. 

It is based on a model used very 
successfully by the Barack Obama 
campaign during the US presidential 
election. All our supporters need is 
an internet connected computer 
and a telephone. 

Our new online canvassing tool is 
straightforward and easy to use. 

People wanting to take part in 
telephone canvassing will need to 
register on the system through our 
website (www.hopenothate.org.uk). 
You can only participate if you have 
a computer, internet connection 
and telephone. 


Phoning tor HOPE 


After registering you will be able 
to access the secure telephone 
canvassing section of our website. 

The names and phone numbers of 
15 voters will be displayed on one 
side of the screen. On the other will 
be a straightforward script for you to 
follow, with “yes” and “no” buttons, 
which you click depending on the 
answer. After each click, and 
depending on the answer, you will 
be given the next question. 

At the bottom of the screen will be 
a “hint” box containing some 
background information on the 
question. There will also be a space 
for you to write in some notes if 
anything interesting comes out of 
the call. 

After you have made your 15 calls 
you can apply for some more. If you 
fail to make the calls within a set 
period after signing in, the numbers 
are withdrawn and put back into the 
database so that these voters can be 
contacted by someone else. 

Our system automatically logs the 


answers on our database and 
our campaign headquarters 
will receive a daily update 
on the identified anti-BNP 
voters so that we can send an 
immediate follow-up _letter. 
The system also remembers who 
called whom, so we can identify 
anyone abusing the system and ban 
them from further participation. 

A step-by-step video guide to how 
online canvassing works is available 
on our website. 

There are three ways to take part. 
HnH supporters can ring from home 
as described above, join one of our 
telephone banks or organise their 
own telephone party. 

In a telephone party, friends get 
together and make a few calls each, 
making it a collective, more social 
activity. All you need is a place with 
wireless internet where people can 
bring their laptops and phones. 
You can even take it in turns to make 
a few calls if you do not have enough 
computers or phones available. 
Either way, the collective nature of 
this action might make some people 
feel more comfortable about 
making these calls than doing it at 
home alone. 

Our online canvassing tool is 
simple but vital if we are to stop the 
BNP. Many elections are won by a 
few votes. By identifying anti-BNP 
voters and developing a relationship 
with them in the weeks leading up 
to election day, we can make the 
best use of our limited resources by 
directing them towards those voters 
who, if they vote, will vote against 
the BNP. 


To take part in this essential part of our campaign, go to our website 


www.hopenothate.org.uk and click through on our online telephone canvassing button. 
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By David Braniff-Herbert 


Last month the HOPE not hate campaign organised another national day of action 
to spread the anti-BNP message ahead of the local and general elections. Over 30 
events were held across the country, ranging from large days of action to smaller 
street stalls. 

Many of these activities had come out of our recent wave of organising academies 
and were in areas where we had not campaigned before. 

As the HOPE not hate campaign begins to build for the much larger mobilisation on 
27 March it is worth hearing accounts of activities so far. 


Aneela — WARRINGTON 


On 13 February | and my Warrington crew went out leafleting in Howley. 
Nick Bent, the Labour candidate and local councillor for the Whitecross 
area of Warrington, plus fellow councillor Pat Wright, also of 

Whitecross, came along to show their support for the campaign. 
Hopefully they will be taking part in the leafleting on the next day 

of action. 

Although certain comments from Howley residents were directed 
towards us, we kept our calm as we did not want trouble. We just 
continued, with a big smile on our faces. Leaflets are still to be given to the 
Kurdish brothers who own the car washes, plus the YMCA who will leaflet 
the town centre housing area. However, this will have to wait until we get 
the next load of leaflets as we delivered all we had in Howley. 


Jason Hunter —- 
NORTH MANCHESTER 


Over 4,000 HOPE not hate leaflets 
were distributed in Higher 
Blackley ward in North 
Manchester. Members of the local 
group, North Manchester Against 
Racism, were joined by activists 
from Manchester and North West 
UNISON and a colleague from 
Stockport Against Racism. 
Several new people joined the 
activity. The leaflets were praised 
for focussing on the key issue of 
education and showing how the 
BNP’s policies fail to measure up to 
local needs, rather than only 
attacking the BNP as nazis. 

North Manchester Against Racism 
will be engaging in more activity 
up to and beyond the elections. 


Andrew — LEICESTER 


On a cold Saturday morning two 
intrepid explorers ventured into 
the depths of Leicestershire to 
confront untold challenges; at the 
same time Andrew and Mark 
jumped into their minibus and 
headed to Birstall-Watermead. 
This nice housing estate played 
host to the fantastic band of HOPE 
not hate volunteers — 14 of them 
from all over Leicestershire, 
leafleting the BNP danger area. 
And boy we did it in style. 


Adam White - TAMESIDE 


We had eight people out in 
Tameside, which isn't too bad in 
such a small area early ona 
Saturday morning! We would have 
had more but unfortunately one 
group from outside the area got 
lost en route. Despite this we still 
managed to cover a substantial 
part of the local area and even 
spoke to a few people on the 
doorstep about the campaign and 
what we're trying to achieve. 

Later on in the day we were 
joined on the streets by a couple of 
the local BNP activists who were 
also delivering leaflets. If | could 
offer a bit of advice to BNP activists, 
it would be to learn to push leaflets 
all the way through the letterbox. 
For people like myself who oppose 
everything they believe in, it is 
really quite difficult to leave a half- 
delivered BNP leaflet sticking out 
of the door. They ended up ina 
local paper recycling bin of course, 
so in a way they may have actually 
done some good! All in all a fairly 
productive day. 


Gurinder Josan - 
SANDWELL 
Fifteen people came out in 
Sandwell, of whom about half were 
new to us, and together we 
covered the Great Bridge ward. 
Plans are now in place for the 
formal launch of Sandwell HOPE 
not hate and we are already 
building towards our next day of 
action on Saturday 27 March. We 
would like to think we could beat 
the 225 people who turned up in 
Sandwell in 2007, but our initial 
priority is to cover the two wards 
the BNP is defending, a third (Great 
Bridge) where the BNP has won in 
the past, and Tipton Green, which 
the BNP has never won but where 
the result has always been close. 


Sonia — REDBRIDGE & EPPING TOGETHER 


A dozen people, including six who had not come out with us before, 
delivered the latest HOPE not hate leaflet to the whole of Loughton Alderton 
ward on Sunday 14 February in an action organised by the local anti-BNP 
group, Redbridge and Epping Forest Together (REFT). 

Loughton Alderton has one BNP councillor who is up for re-election this 
year and REFT is hoping we can oust him, as we did two years ago with the 


other BNP councillor in the ward. 


The previous day REFT supported a march to save A&E at a Redbridge 
hospital and distributed a leaflet highlighting the disastrous effect BNP 
policies would have on the health service. The leaflet was so well received in 
Ilford town centre that a group of senior citizens offered to help distribute it. 


Sam — BARKING & DAGENHAM 


Just over 50 people turned up for our 
latest day of action and 12,000 
newspapers were distributed. We totally 
leafleted two complete wards — Heath, in 
Dagenham and Eastbury in Barking - 
but also made inroads into Mayesbrook, 
Village and Chadwell Heath. 

What was really encouraging was that 
a lot of the local people who turned up 
for our last leafleting session were back 
again and some brought their friends. 
One local woman turned up with three 
teenage girls and a church pastor took a 
delivery round and also a bundle of 400 
papers to put out to his congregation. 

Over the next two weeks we hope to 
distribute the remaining 28,000 
newspapers across the borough through 
daily leafleting sessions and dropping 
off small bundles to our local supporters. 


Fran McCaul — WIGAN 


Fourteen people turned up at short 
notice to leaflet in Ashton, including 
a few new people but also others 
who had not been active for a few 
years. With the BNP threatening to 
stand in a lot more council wards 
this year, we know we have a fight 
on our hands. However, we are off to 
a good start and are confident that 
we can get even more people out 
next time round. 


To organise local HOPE not 
hate events in your area 
please contact me at 
david@hopenothate.org.uk. 


Support the 
HOPE noth: 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY is hoping to build on its European election 
success with breakthroughs in the general election and council elections. 


There is a real danger that the BNP will win outright control of Barking and Dagenham 
council and become the largest party in Stoke-on-Trent. 
Nationally, the BNP poses a threat in 102 council wards. 


There is even a risk that the BNP might win its first parliamentary seats, with HorEet 
Barking and Stoke-on-Trent the party’s prime targets. Rel 


To meet the threat the HOPE not hate campaign will run its largest and most 
sophisticated campaign to date. Our key objective is to mobilise the anti-BNP 
vote and minimise the BNP vote. While we will campaign wherever the BNP 
stands, we will prioritise a few key areas such as Barking and Dagenham and 
Stoke-on-Trent. 


Here are a few elements of our campaign. 


@ BUILDING LOCAL NETWORKS We are setting up local HnH groups throughout 
the country to deliver our message of HOPE. So far, almost 8,000 people have pledged 
to get active in the campaign. 


@ VOTER ID We will turn out the anti-BNP vote by conducting a 
massive Voter ID operation in our key wards, targeting black, 
Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) communities and groups, who 
are likely to be most adversely affected by the BNP. Over 1,500 

people have already signed up to canvass. 


@ DAILY MIRROR In conjunction with the Daily Mirror we 
will produce 22 versions of a tabloid newspaper, each 
customised for a key local area. This will allow us to take 
up local issues and carry endorsements from key movers 
and shakers from our target communities. 


M@ WOMEN VOTERS Research shows that women 

are much less likely to vote BNP than men. 

The HnH campaign will link up with the Daily Mirror 
to produce an eight-page magazine that will 

be distributed to 150,000 women voters in our 

key wards. 


H@ MEDIA WORK One of the successes of our 
European election campaign was our media 
strategy. We were able to fill the press with 
anti-BNP stories while simultaneously 
persuading news outlets not to portray the 
BNP as the party to benefit from the MPs’ 
expenses scandal. We will once again hire a 
press officer to run this aspect of our campaign. 


ate campaign 


HOPE not hate is in the process of raising money for our 2010 campaign. 
Every pound raised will be spent on our frontline campaign. We hope that you 
will consider making a donation. Here’s an example of what your support will fund: 


xe £10 A day's travel and food for a HOPE not hate volunteer 
sive LEST WE ‘. 


“ORGET. £25 1,000 women’s booklets 


£1,000 A mailing to key voters in a target ward 


yes 


For further information about donations 


| would like to support HOPE not hate. 
My gift towards the campaign is 


Name 


Email 
Home address* 


*Please put the address where you are registered to vote 


Postcode 


Telephone 


Signed 


Home news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP tries to ‘derail’anti-extremism programme 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has 
called on its councillors to try to 
“derail” a government programme 
aimed at stopping people becoming 
violent extremists. 

At a BNP organisers’ conference on 
24 January Eddy Butler (pictured), 
the BNP national organiser, 
spoke about the Communities 
Department's Prevent Strategy, 
under which local authorities, 
the police and others work 
in partnership with community 
groups to stop people 
becoming or supporting .@ 
violent extremists. 

What seems 
have got the 
BNP hot under § 
the collar is 
that while the 
Prevent 
Strategy has 
been around for some 
time targeted largely at 
preventing the recruitment 
of Islamist extremists, last 
year John Denham, the 


to 


Councillor blamed immigrants for TB 


JULIAN LEPPERT (pictured), the 
British National Party’s sole 
Redbridge councillor, has come under 
fire for allegedly making racist 
remarks at a _ health scrutiny 
committee meeting. 

During discussion of a report on 
tuberculosis from the local Primary 
Care Trust, Leppert is said to have 
blamed the illness on increased 
immigration from Asian and black 
African countries and stated that 
immigrants from these countries 
should go back to their own 
countries and stop infecting the 
British people. 


Communities Secretary, extended it to 
a wider range of organisations and 
ensured that it focused more explicitly 
on far-right organisations as well as 
those linked to al-Qaeda. 

James North, the BNP’s councillor 
liaison officer, wrote to fellow BNP 
councillors last month asking them 
to pass any information about a 
Prevent Strategy in their area to 
~ him or Butler “so we can build a 
more widespread picture of areas 
that are affected and then we 
can get local groups 
active to derail it before 
it takes hold”. 

North, who sits as a 
parish councillor in 
AGSeisOnh dabmnvay 
Leicestershire, 
complained that “they 
[the government] 
were also targeting 
right-wing violent 
extremism — and in some 
areas they focus their energy 
on areas where we are 
active — e.g. target wards”. 


His comments upset two members 
of the public present at the meeting, 
who have made a formal complaint 
against Leppert, accusing him of 
being “disrespectful, offensive and 
outright disgusting”. They also claim 
he directed his remarks about 
immigration at two councillors of 
Asian ethnicity. 

This is not the first time the BNP 
has blamed TB on immigrants. When 
Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
London Assembly member, contracted 
the disease himself three years ago, he 
angrily told reporters: “Yes, I have got 
TB. Immigration has caused this.” 


One council that is looking to 
adopt the Prevent Strategy is Epping 
Forest, which has four BNP 
councillors. A briefing document 
sent to all councillors highlighted 
events around the use by a Muslim 
group of a local community hall for 
Friday prayers, an issue that the BNP 
has tried to exploit to stir up racism. 
Briefing documents sent to 
councillors referred to the successful 
multi-faith forum in the area and set 
out an action plan for building 
communities resilient to violent 
extremism. 

The BNP councillors were not 
happy. Thinking that the purpose 
of Prevent was to protect Muslims, 
Pat Richardson, the BNP group 
leader in Epping Forest, turned up 
at a council meeting accompanied 
by Rod Law and read from a 
prepared document in which she 
said that if Prevent was there to 
help endangered communities, it 
should help the BNP. Councillors 
from the other parties were 
nonplussed. ~~ 


Experts say it is 
a myth to blame 
immigrants for 
“EB, etiwhich © is 
endemic in the UK. 
Rather it is a disease of 
poverty — people living in 
poor, overcrowded conditions are 
much more likely to catch it. Cases 
have never fallen below 5,000 in the 
UK and half them are in people who 
were born here. 

Barnbrook later admitted that he 
had gone on holiday in Turkey the 
previous summer and could have 
caught the illness there. 


BNP councillor drunk 
at civic reception 


THE LEADER OF THE British National Party group on Barking 
and Dagenham council was thrown out of a civic reception for being 
drunk and abusive. Councillor Bob Bailey (pictured) was escorted 
out of the Broadway Theatre by a security guard because “he was 
very drunk and causing embarrassment”. 

Bailey’s appalling behaviour came at the civic ceremony to confer 
the Freedom of the Borough on the Royal Anglian Regiment and 
the footballer Sir Trevor Brooking on 27 January. 

The deputy leader of the council, Cllr Bob Little, called on Bailey 
to resign. “Turning up for such an important event inebriated is at 
best embarrassing, at worst an insult to the event, the sponsors and 
to the people receiving the Freedom of the Borough.” 

Bailey, who boasts about being an ex-serviceman, had been due to 
speak in support of the award. He denied he had been drinking and 
claimed he had been barred because council officers were afraid he 
would express opposition to the war in Afghanistan. “They had 
already decided that I should not be allowed to speak. They were 
trying to censure me,” he claimed. 

Rob Whiteman, chief executive of the council, said: “When I 
spoke to Cllr Bailey during the day I did not ask him to say nothing 
about the war but rather reminded him that the Freedom of the 
Borough ceremony is a civic and non-party political occasion where 
guests would be offended if the atmosphere was not one of 
celebrating the achievements of those being honoured. 

“Cllr Bailey was not removed from the event because of any views 
he might express but because he was very drunk and causing 
embarrassment and concern to others which we are not willing to 
tolerate from anybody.” 

Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s London Assembly member and 
deputy BNP group leader on Barking and Dagenham council, who 
was present for part of the event, said: “Somebody mentioned it to 
me when [Bob] was leaving, saying he seemed to be a little bit 
drunk, but in my presence he seemed perfectly fine.” Barnbrook’s 
judgement may be questionable: he too has often appeared 
inebriated at council meetings and on other occasions. 

This is not the first time Bailey, who is also the BNP’s 
London regional organiser, has claimed there was a 
conspiracy against him. Last summer he was banned 
from driving for 18 months and fined £490 for failing a 
breath test. Police had stopped him because he was 
driving without headlights late at night near his home in 
Chadwell Heath. 

He refused to answer when police who smelt 
alcohol on his breath asked him if he had been 
drinking. He then refused to give a breath sample 
twice at the roadside and again at the police 
station. In court Bailey claimed he was the victim 
of a conspiracy against “the indigenous people of 
this country”. 

A few days after Searchlight went to press, 
Bailey was due to appear before the Barking and 
Dagenham standards committee as a result of 
complaints about alleged racist remarks made at 
a planning committee meeting that was 
considering an application to convert an unused 
office block on an industrial site to a church in which 
the majority of the congregation would be Nigerian. 


BNP councillor avoids 
condemning Hitler 


The BNP’s Leeds councillor has stated in public 
that he does not hate Hitler. Challenged in a 
studio discussion in Coventry over whether he 
hated the man who bombed the city, Chris 
Beverley avoided the issue and claimed that 
Alexander the Great had killed more people. 

Beverley, 29, who has extensive links with the 
German nazi National Democratic Party (NPD), 
is constituency office manager and PA to Andrew 
Brons, the BNP MEP in Yorkshire. 

As well as failing to condemn Hitler, Beverley 
is ignorant. There are no precise figures for the 
number of people whose death was caused by 
Alexander the Great, but experts estimate a 
maximum of half a million on and off the 
battlefields. Hitler on the other hand killed over 
10 million in the Holocaust alone and millions 
more died as a result of fighting and bombs in the 
Second World War. 


Nuneaton councillor called Asian 
man ‘filth’ 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s remaining 
councillor in Nuneaton and Bedworth is to face a 
standards investigation after he described an Asian 
garage attendant as “fing filth” on his blog . 

Martyn Findley launched the attack because, 
he claimed, the man was staring at his son who 
was wearing his army cadet uniform. 

He posted: “How dare this piece of filth look at 
my son like that while he proudly wares [sic] his 
uniform? 

“If he has a problem with British Army 
uniform there are plenty of places on gods [sic] 
earth that he will not see it. He should move to 
one of them.” 

Dennis Harvey, Nuneaton and Bedworth’s 
longest serving councillor, said: “I’m just 
disgusted — this is clearly racist. I think any 
councillor who has to resort to that sort of abuse 
should resign.” He confirmed that Findley would 
be reported to the standards board. 

Findley is an avid blogger and tweeter, though 
his postings are often far from profound. 
Last month he posted that he had been surprised 
to see a fox and asked readers, “Have you seen any 
unusual wildlife movements this winter?” 

Recently, though, he has “deactivated” his 
Facebook account and closed his MySpace page 
“for the duration of the election campaign’, 
following the lead of the BNP’s deputy leader 
Simon Darby. “There are a few anti-BNP fascists 
on the internet who would go to the necessary 
lengths to embarrass a Nationalist candidate with 
propaganda formed through the practice of 
deception,” wrote Findley. 

It is unclear whether he was referring to anti- 
fascists or the BNP’s opponents on the extreme 
right. As far as we are concerned, BNP 
candidates provide enough embarrassing material 
without the need to resort to any “deception”. 


Towns braced for more EDL trouble 


Nick Lowles 


FOLLOWING THE violence and 
disorder in Stoke-on-Irent in late 
January, two more towns are now bracing 
themselves for an invasion of football 
hooligans and racists. Bolton and 
Dudley are the venues for the next two 
English Defence League protests, on 20 
March and 4 April respectively, and in 
both there is potential for trouble. 

Bolton has a large Indian (both 
Hindu and Sikh) population who live in 
the town centre, right where the EDL 
protest is planned, while Dudley has 
witnessed a huge and nasty campaign 
against a planned mosque. Orchestrated 
by the UK Independence Party, over 
50,000 people have signed a petition 
against the mosque and the issue has 
become highly divisive locally. 

The news of two more EDL protests 
comes amid growing fallout from the 
Stoke-on-Trent violence. Footage has 
been posted on YouTube of EDL thugs 
attacking police officers. 

Stoke South MP Rob Filello raised 
the matter in the House of Commons 
and called on the Home Secretary to 
make a statement. “In the light of the 
appalling violence and religious and 
racial hatred from the so-called 
English Defence League in Stoke-on- 
Trent on Saturday, and despite the 
excellent work of the police in 
responding to it, have you heard any 
indication at all from the Home 
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Secretary that he intends to make a 
statement,” he asked the Speaker. 

His call came as it emerged that the 
EDL protest cost police 4£200,000, 
a similar amount to the bill that 
Greater Manchester Police footed for 
the EDL protest there last autumn. 
The Nottingham protest came to even 
more at £500,000 and the Leeds EDL 
demonstration cost local taxpayers 
£214,000 and a further 421,000 in 
police overtime payments. 

Additional expenses fell on the local 
councils. Stoke City Council estimated 
that closing roads cost £10,000 while 
Nottingham City Council estimated its 
bill at £41,000. 

Bolton Against Racism has drawn up 
a statement which it is urging people to 
sign and will hold a peaceful protest in 
another part of the town centre. “We are 
asking for permission to hold a peaceful 
Celebration of Unity in our Town Hall 
Square on that date,” a statement from 
the group said. “We are inviting Bolton’s 
many varied communities and faiths to 
join us in this in order to send out a 
positive message of social cohesion to 
the rest of the country, reflecting our 
town’s proud history of racial and 
religious harmony. 

“We do not look for confrontation 
with the EDL, either physical or verbal, 
and will do our utmost to avoid it. 
In this respect we intend to organise our 


own stewarding to ensure the event is 
orderly and peaceful, and we call upon 
the police to ensure that the EDL is 
excluded from the Town Hall Square 
on 20th March.” 

It will be interesting to see the 
reaction of UKIP to the planned EDL 
protest. Under the headline “Under the 
Jackboot of Multiculturalism’, the local 
UKIP website positively reports on 
earlier EDL demonstrations and claims 
that all the violence has been 
perpetrated by leftwingers and Asians. 

“As the political elite falls over itself 
to accommodate all creeds, what is 
becoming of free speech?” screams a 
headline on the website. 

Despite protests and appeals from the 
councils in both areas, the Home Office 
continues to say that there is nothing 
they can do to stop a static EDL 
protest. Given the violence and costs of 
these hate demomstrations, perhaps it is 
time for the political parties to conside 
changing the law. a 


inn 


The Bolton statement | 
‘As representatives of the diverse 
community of Bolton we wish to 
make it absolutely clear to the English 
Defence League that it is neither 
wanted nor welcome in Bolton. We | 
take pride in the diversity and | 
richness of Bolton's community and 
utterly reject the aims of the English 
Defence League to sow seeds of 
division, intolerance and hatred. 

The disgraceful attempts of the 
EDL to single out one section of the | 
Bolton family for blatant abuse and | 
discrimination in order to create an 
| atmosphere of fear and distrust have 
| no place in this town. Where the 
| Bolton community represents hope 

and optimism for the future, the 

EDL represents nothing except its 

own intolerance and seeks nothing 

but violent confrontation. 

We state, with a single voice, that a 
threat to one section of our | 
community is a threat to us all. To the | 

| EDL we say: stay out of Bolton — | 


| your values have no place here. ‘ 


| 
| 
| 
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UDA movethreatens EDL plans 


Matthew Collins 


SPACE DOES not permit us to report all 
the violence and intimidation meted 
out on the migrant and travelling 
communities in Northern Ireland this 
month. As these communities 
continue to suffer right across the 
province, thoughts are now turning 
towards the marching season and the 
difficult and often inflammatory issue 
of marches by the Orange Order. 

With Northern Ireland’s domestic 
geography in constant upheaval, 
attention this year has focussed on the 
fact that the Orange Order's 
traditional marching routes now pass 
through exclusively Catholic and 
nationalist communities. Although 
the UDA is not known for its 
progressive and forward thinking, 
its leader, Jackie McDonald, dealt the 
Orange Order a severe blow last 
month when he intimated that the 
UDA did not support the Order's plans 
to march down Garvaghy Road, now a 
nationalist enclave, in mainly 
Protestant Portadown. 

Making his position clear as the 
leader of the largest former Protestant 
paramilitary group, McDonald said: 
“People used to walk down roads 
where Protestants lived. Now they 
want to walk down the same road 
where nationalists live. It might be 
tradition and it might be culture, but 
why would you?” 

He went further in suggesting that 
the Orange Order should consult the 
people actually living on the road and 
march only by agreement with them, 
which came as a major shock to both 
the Orange Order and Garvaghy Road 
residents. 

It is the policing and marching issue 
that has been one of the major 
stumbling blocks in the Northern 
Ireland Assembly. In previous years the 
Orange Order was able to rely on 
physical pressure from paramilitaries 
to force provocative parades through. 
Although Orangemen responded by 
saying that McDonald and the UDA did 
not speak for them and his comments 
were “unhelpful”, they planned a three- 
hour summit of their governing body 
to decide whether to sanction the 
first ever communication between 


themselves and government ministers 
from the Republican Sinn Fein. 

The UDA’s decision could spell 
disaster for plans by English football 
hooligans from the English Defence 
League (EDL) to “kick some Fenian ass” 
this July. Loyalist leaders are dis- 
cussing behind the scenes plans to 
remove many paramilitary trappings 
from some of the marching bands in a 
bid to return the marches of 12 July to 
their traditional roots — still openly 
sectarian historically, but without the 
antagonistic flags and banners of 
modern paramilitary groups. 

The EDL had been planning to join 
up with supporters of the Ulster 
Defence League, a small group of 
Northern Ireland hooligans, on a 
booze and drugs fuelled orgy over the 
12th. But paramilitaries, aware of past 
occasions when British fascists have 
descended on the province, are likely 
to be less tolerant than in previous 
years of English hooligans looking for 
a bonfire night fight. 


Y 
Orange Order Saguid E a 
consult over whereig_———— 

marches says UDA = 
leader Jackie McDonald 


The Sunday World in conjunction 
with Searchlight ran an exposé of the 
rather ludicrous plans by some 
mainland EDL members to travel to 
the province for the marching 
season. As well as believing that 
Belfast was almost devoid of 
Catholics and republicans and that it 
was a simple case of looking up in 
the air for Union Jacks and Ulster 
flags to ensure safety, the EDL 
advised its supporters, if attacked by 
Republicans with petrol bombs, to 
“through [sic] the F***er back and 
kick some Fenion [sic] ass”. 

The EDLs plans and lack of 
geographical knowledge were met 
with howls of derision from loyalists. 
One senior loyalist told Searchlight 
“everyone is welcome to the parades, 
but if they think they're going to turn 
Belfast into a Nottingham or a 
Birmingham for the day, they'll have 
more than a few angry Taigs to worry 
about. We'll stamp them out very 
quickly. And firmly.” ~a 
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Racist to flee multicultural 
Australia for new life in UK 


By Matthew Collins 


SHE WAS THE hardworking, flame- 
haired Queensland fish and chip shop 
owner unceremoniously dumped a 
few days before the 1996 Australian 
general election because of her racist 
views. She was quietly unendorsed by 
the Liberal Party because she had no 
chance of winning the safe Labor seat 
of Oxley. 

She won Oxley with 54% of the vote. 
It caused a minor ripple, someone 
somewhere recalling that she had 
made some disparaging remarks 
about Aborigines and Chinese people, 
“Asians’, to a local paper. 

By the time Pauline Hanson arrived 
in Canberra, home of the Australian 
parliament, she was either a breath of 
fresh air for Conservative minded 
Australians, or a vile odour reminiscent 
of Australia’s colonial past to others. 
When she was introduced to the 
heavyweight, renegade, extremist and 
English-born Graeme Campbell, the 
unimpressed West Australian MP dryly 
remarked that she quite obviously had 
not “read a book since she was 15” 
That was the age Hanson had left 
school to start work at her father’s 
chippy. 

Hanson's maiden speech _ to 
parliament was an attack on modern 
values, immigration, modern Australia 
and the rights of Aborigines. 
She played heavily on her background 
of not coming from the polished 
political elite, setting herself up as the 
underdog, a status strong in the 
affections of the Australian psyche. 

Lonely, sad old men living in rural 
Australia sent the twice divorced 
mother of four love letters, poems, 
declarations of love and offers of 
marriage, while elderly ladies put her 
picture beside that of the Queen on 
their mantle pieces. An Irish newspaper 
christened her the “Oxley Moron” as 
public opinion raged about her. 

Hanson had very little else to say. 
Later that year on the current affairs 
show 60 Minutes (which actually only 
runs for 38 minutes) it was put to her 
that she was xenophobic. It became 
clear that she did not know what the 


word meant. Her startled response 
of “please explain” became an 
overnight catchphrase attributed to 
the gormless, featured in a song 
parodying her and has now become 
part of Australian comedy vernacular. 
Her high profile and popularity split 
the Australian far right, some seeing 
her as an embarrassment, while others 
were keen to join the Hanson 
bandwagon and leave behind the 
tangled difficulties of Australian 
fascism. Just about all who knew or 
worked with her have sold their stories. 

Hanson's imprisonment in 
Queensland in 2003 signalled her 
political demise. She had lost her 
Oxley seat in 1998 and co-founded 
and led a new party, which achieved 
some success in the Queensland State 
Parliament. The One Nation party was 
still polling around 9% nationally 
when Hanson and two others were 
convicted of electoral fraud over an 
application for electoral funding. 
There was some sympathy for Hanson 
as it became apparent that she had 
been duped by others. 


In more recent years, Hanson has 
become a minor celebrity 
embarrassment, dragged onto TV 
screens to remind people that she has 
not refined her views or her outlook 
on life. She briefly and dismally 
returned to politics earlier last year as 
an independent, but now says she is 
moving to the UK to “find peace’, 
portraying herself as a victim of 
multicultural Australia. © Hanson's 
grandfather emigrated to Australia 
from Britain in 1908 and she is 
understood to hold dual citizenship. 

| once met Hanson in her 
constituency office in  lpswich, 
Queensland, where she tried to greet 
me with the overstated demeanour 
of a faux Royal. | was more reminded 
of Hilda Ogden in red lipstick at the 
time. What is clear is that we shall not 
be receiving any help from our 
brothers and sisters in the Australian 
antifascist movement in keeping the 
tired, old and confused racist out of 
the UK. Many of them have 
volunteered to drive Hanson to the 
airport. <i 
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Jobbik unveils election programme 


By Janosz Malterik in Budapest 


HUNGARY’S MAIN right-wing 
extremist party has launched its election 
campaign with a conference in 
Budapest on 16 January. Jobbik, which 
obtained almost 15% of the vote in last 
June’s European election and sent three 
representatives to the European 
Parliament at its first attempt, is hoping 
to emerge as the third biggest party in 
the Hungarian parliamentary elections 
on 11 April, behind the right-wing 
national conservative party Fidesz 
MPSZ and the Socialists. 

The conference adopted the party’s 
election manifesto and nominated the 
MEPs Dr Krisztina Morvai and Gabor 
Vona as candidates for President and 
Prime Minister respectively. 

Jobbik claims it wants to rescue the 
country from those who have allegedly 
let it fall into decay — the Socialists and 
Liberals. “We have awakened, we are on 
our feet and we demand what is owed to 
us!” bawled Vona in a keynote speech. 

In an antisemitic allusion, he 
suggested that Fidesz should consider 
whether the orange colour on its flag is 
not “coincidentally ‘Jaffa”. It is a 
measure of the racist radicalisation in 
Hungary today that not only social 
liberal politicians but even the racist /ite 
Fidesz are taunted as “Jewified”. 

In its programme, Jobbik, like Fidesz, 
promises the patriotic promotion of the 
Magyar economy along Greater 
Hungary lines, namely including the 
countries of the Carpathian Basin. 
The party wants to extend the 
Hungarian economic sphere of influence 
and control to Magyar minorities in 
neighbouring states beyond the borders 
created by the 1920 Treaty of Trianon, 
which left nearly one third of ethnic 
Hungarians at the time living outside the 
country, mainly in what are now 
Romania, Slovakia, Ukraine, Slovenia, 
Serbia, Croatia and Austria. 

As well as promoting the Magyar 
economy Jobbik wants strongly to 
regulate the activities of multinational 
companies in Hungary. It also wants to 
review the legality of privatisations over 
the past few years, renegotiate 
repayment of the national debt and 
possibly impose a moratorium on the 
repayment of IMF credits. 

Its social policy centres on the 


Would-be Prime Minister 
of “Greater Hungary” 
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introduction of a “Gypsy policy”, which 
means tackling so-called “Gypsy 
criminality” by a beefed-up and 
repressive gendarmerie. Under this 
programme, “gypsies will be forced to 
attend school and to work, and families 
with more than three children will lose 
child benefits. 

Jobbik’s cultural and media 
policies will, it claims, defend pure 
“Magyar culture” against “the liberal 
cultural dictatorship” and “neo-liberal 
oppression”. Besides promoting an 
antisemitic version of Hungarian 
history, Jobbik would close down the 
commercial television stations RTL 
and TV2 and increase the strategic 
importance of the satellite channel 
Duna TV, which broadcasts to the 
Magyar minorities outside Hungary 
and secures their connection to the 
“motherland”. 

In line with this pan-Hungarist 
approach, Jobbik wants to grant full 
Hungarian nationality to all Magyars 


living in the Carpathian Basin and 
allow them representation in its 
proposed two-chamber Hungarian 
parliament. Last but by no means 
least, Jobbik wants to change 
Hungary’s Constitution to base it on 
“the teachings of the Holy Hungarian 
Crown’, a 19th century vélkisch fantasy 
if ever there was one. 

This racist extravaganza © was 
applauded by a delegation of right-wing 
extremists from the Austrian Freedom 
Party, including Johannes Hiibner 
MP, whose address to the conference 
drew applause. 

“White power as a future option” 
would accurately describe Jobbik’s 
election policy, because its goals are the 
homogenisation of Magyar ethnicity to 
the detriment and exclusion of 
“foreigners” and “alien races”. The fact 
that the programme is 88 pages long 
is almost symbolic — 88 being the 
code used by worldwide nazis for 
“Heil Hitler”. ~tG 


GERMANY 


Millionaire switches to 
anti-Islam party 


From Michael Klein for Antifa-Net in Berlin 


THE SWEDISH MILLIONAIRE 
Patrik Brinkmann, who has long 
supported the fascist German People’s 
Union (DVU), has changed political 
horses in an attempt to move the far 
right forward. His announcement that 
he would henceforth support the 
Islamophobic Pro Movement and head 
its candidates’ list in the Berlin election 
in 2011 has caused surprise in far-right 
circles. 

Brinkmann, who lives in a villa in the 
exclusive Zehlendorf district of Berlin, 
originally supported — but did not join — 
the nazi National Democratic Party 
(NPD), but later abandoned it to back a 
group of disaffected former NPD 
members in their attempts to modernise 
the DVU. Now, that the DVU has lost 
its representatives in the federal state 
parliament of Brandenburg and has 
been hit by the withdrawal of its 
long-time leader, Gerhard Frey, the 
party is in free fall. Despite some 
optimistic talk from Matthias Faust, 
its new leader, rumours continue to 
circulate that a significant number of 
DVU members will jump ship to the 
NPD in the near future. 

Brinkmann timed his announcement 
to coincide with Pro Cologne’s New 
Year reception. The core of this group, 
which was founded in June 1996, 
consists of longstanding far-right 


BELGIUM Racism is lethal 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS in Brussels 


A MEMBER OF a hate band 
committed suicide a week after 
being sentenced for his role in a 
violent racist assault three years 
ago. Dieter Samoy (pictured), 29, 
the singer and guitarist of the 
Belgian band “Kill Baby Kill”, was 
jailed for two years on 12 January. 
Two of his former friends were 
jailed for three and four years and 
fined €15,000 (£13,600). 
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extremists such as Markus Beisicht and 
Manfred Rouhs. Their original plan 
was to focus their political activities on a 
more local level and build up a solid 
base for far-right politics in Cologne, 
where they currently hold five seats on 
the 90-seat city council. 

In the past, the group made headlines 
with its “Wanted” posters offering a 
reward for the capture of a Roma 
woman, in recent years it has 
concentrated on fiercely anti-Muslim 
activities. 

In September 2008, Pro Cologne 
tried to organise an international “anti- 
Muslim conference” in Cologne with 
speakers from far-right parties such as 
the French Front National, the Austrian 
Freedom Party, and the Belgian 
Flemish Interest. It was stopped by ten 
of thousands of anti-fascists who 
blocked the streets and prevented the 
extremists from gathering. 

Pro Cologne rallies have attracted 
open nazis such as Christian Malcoci 
and Siegfried “SS-Sigi” Borchardt. 
Recently, Pro Cologne announced, 
with Brinkmann’s financial backing, 
the establishment of a “hostel for 
victims of Islam”. 

Brinkmann’s announcement of his 
2011 election plans was accompanied by 
a declaration that the Pro Movement, 
which has tried to extend the successful 
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Decamped: Patrik Brinkman has 
abandoned the DVU 


Cologne approach in other parts of 
Nordrhein-Westfalen and the rest 
of Germany, will move to Berlin. 
It will also concentrate on producing 
and distributing an anti-Islam film 
along the lines of Fitna, produced by the 
Dutch right-wing populist Geert 
Wilders, as one of the main activities of 
its election campaign. 

Whether Brinkmann’s backing of the 
Pro Movement will produce any 
concrete results remains to be seen. 
His other pet project, the Continent 
Europe Foundation, has not so far 
shown much visible activity. =i 


The victims of the brutal nazi 
attack on 7 May 2006 were a black 
man from Gabon, who ended up in 
a coma for several weeks, and his 
Flemish friend who was badly 
injured. The black man died a year 
later of a pulmonary infection but 
the court held his death was 
unconnected with the attack. 
The victims were at the wrong 
place - near a pub that was an 


infamous nazi 
hangout - at the | 
wrong time. The 

pub, De Kastelein, 
closed after the 
incident. 

The court rejected 
Samoy’s claim that he 
prevented his friends from 
killing the two victims. 
When police searched his 


SWEDEN Mayor in anti-Jewish outburst 


From Kajsa Lindohf for EXPO in Stockholm 


A DECLARATION BY the mayor of 
Malm6 that the city’s Jewish 
community should renounce Israel’s 
behaviour in Gaza has sparked a major 
row. In an interview with the local 
paper, Skanskan, \lmar Reepalu also 
suggested that the Jewish community 
was responsible for the way society 
acts towards Jews. 

His comments followed concern 
about antisemitism. On 25 January, 
Skanskan published several articles 
about increasing anti-Jewish 
prejudice. One reported local police 
revealing that antisemitic hate 
crimes rose to 79 last year, which 
according to Skanskan, was twice the 
number in 2008. 

Another article focussed on the 
views of Jewish residents. One, Marcus 
Eilenberg, 32, felt his children were not 
safe and things would only get worse. 
As a result he was planning to move 
his family to Israel. 

The interview with Reepalu, a leading 
Social Democrat politician in Malm6 
since 1994, followed two days later. 
Claiming that the municipality had a 
plan of action for dealing with all 
forms of racism, Reepalu compared 
antisemitism with Zionism and stated 
that Malmo did not tolerate either. 
Reepalu, an open opponent of 
Israel's policies in the Middle East 
conflict, also declared that one 
reason for growing antisemitism 

in Malmo is the conflict in Gaza, 

adding that the Jewish 


house in March 2007, they 
found pictures of him 
giving the Nazi salute 
. while wearing a Blood 
\ and Honour t-shirt. 

His band took part in 
, Blood and Honour 
gigs in England, 
Poland and 
Australia and was 
part of the UK 
band English Rose 
for a short time. 

A year ago, he 
announced 
that he was 
leaving the far- 


Ilmar Reepalu: blames Jews for antisemitism 


community itself influences the 
way society acts towards it. “I wish 
the Jewish Congregation would 
renounce Israel's behaviour in Gaza,’ 
he said, but, instead of doing so, “they 
held a demonstration in central 
Malm6, an act that could send the 
wrong signals”. He was referring to a 
peace rally on 25 January last year, at 
which participants were attacked by 
pro-Palestinian activists. 


right underworld to start a new 
life, but after the court’s verdict, he 
decided to end it all. 

Meanwhile, on 3 February, three 
members of the Flemish branch of 
Blood and Honour appeared in 
court in Veurne in West Flanders 
charged with organising two nazi 
hate-rock festivals in 2008. The first 
was on 19 April in Bellegem, a 
village near the city of Kortrijk; 
the other was on 18 October in 
Diksmuide. The Bellegem event was 
preceded by a commemoration of 
“SS heroes”. Images of the concert 
made it to into the national media 
and caused shock in Belgium. 


appalling situation. 


The Jewish community protested 
that Reepalu had played down 
antisemitic hatred and failed to 
denounce it clearly. There are around 
3,000 Jews in southern Sweden, 
mainly in Malmd, Helsingborg 
and Lund. Jewish cemeteries and 
synagogues have repeatedly been 
defaced with antisemitic graffiti and a 
prayer hall in Malmo was firebombed 
in January last year. 

“Threats against Jews have 
increased steadily in Malmo in recent 
years and many young Jewish 
families are choosing to leave the 
city,’ Fredrik Sieradzki of the Jewish 
Community of Malm6 told the online 
publication The Local. 

Lena Adelsohn Liljeroth, the Culture 
Minister, | condemned _ Reepalu’s 
statements as “irresponsible”. And in 
an open letter published on 28 
January, Lena Posner-K6rdési, head of 
the Official Council of Swedish Jewish 
Communities, challenged Reepalu. “If 
you care about democracy ... and 
believe that Malm6 should remain a 
multicultural and democratic city 
where Jews, Muslims and the majority 
population can live side by side, 
respecting each other's differences, 
then you should stand up and clearly 
distance yourself — from the 
antisemitism that Jews are exposed to 
in the city.’ 

Meanwhile, Mona Sahlin, the leader 
of Reepalu’s party, has maintained a 
stony silence. ~= 


The three boneheads, who are 
part of the so-called “traditional” 
Blood and Honour faction in 
Flanders, would be the first to be 
convicted for organising a hate- 
rock festival and infringing federal 
anti-racist law. The extremely 
liberal approach and_ the 
frustrating laxity of the political 
world and_ Belgian justice 


authorities as far as nazi activities 
are concerned have made Belgium 
a playground for some of Europe’s 
worst political pond life. 

The case in Veurne may be a first 
tentative attempt to correct this 
~= 


International 


RUSSIA 


Film on Russian nazis 


From Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


The film Russia 88, by the young 
Russian producer Pavel Bardin, won 
critical acclaim at the Berlin Film 
Festival in 2009. But it left many 
Germans wondering how nazis could 
exist in Russia, where almost every 
family suffered at the hands of 
Hitler’s Nazis. 

The film has provoked a different 
reaction in Russia. It has been described 
as one of the most “problematic movies 
of our time” and state officials warned 
a film prize jury not to encourage 
“fascist propaganda”, launched legal 
proceedings against the film and 
blocked its distribution to cinemas. 
Although the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office ordered in January that the 
lawsuit be withdrawn pending a more 
detailed study of the film, a court could 
eventually ban it. 

Russia 88 (the 88 in the title is taken 
from the nazi code for Heil Hitler, 
H being the eighth letter of the 
alphabet) charts the story of a skinhead 
gang in suburban Moscow that attacks 
non-Slav minorities and posts videos of 
their assaults on the internet. It records 
the trivia of the gang members’ daily 
lives: their inarticulate conversations, 
their training at a sports club and 
their mindless “activities”. Filmed in 
wobbly hand-held camera  quasi- 
documentary style, the footage is grainy, 
grey and depressive. 

Bardin and his leading actor Petr 
Fedorov have stated it was not difficult 
to get inside the material and to find 
models for the film’s characters because 
such people can be seen every day in 
Moscow. Fedorov says that when he 
went out into the street as his skinhead 
character, he could see the reaction of 
people around him — one of utter fear. 

His character, Sasha, nicknamed 


Bayonet, interviewed people of Slav 
appearance on the streets, the metro and 
local trains, asking who should have 
priority in Russia. The overwhelming 
majority replied “Russians”. 

The film-makers, above all, try to 
understand why their characters became 


fascists, drawing out facts 

such as that these young 

men are disgruntled, 
embittered and resentful, 
do not see any future and 
do not know what to do in 
their lives. There is no 
footage of any of them 
working or even looking 
for a job. That space in their 
lives, it appears, is filled 
with blaming immigrants 
and others for everything. 

Bayonet typifies many in his 
generation. His parents are divorced but 
in contact. His family looks like 
millions of other Russian families: 
normal people with a now fading Soviet 
background. But their son does not 
listen to them or respect them. For him, 
they are losers and he wants more from 
his empty life. Quite what he wants is 
not clear. Even he does not know, except 
that he wants to cleanse Russia of 
Tajiks and Caucasians. 

The drama reaches its tragic 
conclusion when Bayonet’s younger 
sister falls in love with a Caucasian. 
Bayonet murders the man, his sister 
shoots herself out of grief and soon 
afterwards he kills himself. 

There are other interesting and 
realistic character portrayals. One is 
Kliment Klimentovich, the owner of the 
sports club that doubles as the gang’s 
HQ. Klimentovich, who is from the 
1960s and 1970s generation, calls 
himself a patriot but refuses to be called 
a fascist, unlike his young bonehead 
protégés who are not ashamed and even 
feel honoured to be called nazis. 
Klimentovich probably served as a 
Soviet soldier in Afghanistan and, 
feeling cheated by the state, set up a 
“patriotic” sports training centre after 
abandoning a teaching career. 

As the boss of the club he becomes a 
surrogate father for the boys. Under his 
tutelage, they participate in sport, are 
steered away from drugs and are given a 
place to pursue their interest in music. 
But in the end he too is a loser, an angry 


| man who just makes his 


young charges even 
more angry. 
Klimentovich is 


watched by an 
unnamed corrupt 
policeman who knows 
“. and closes his eyes to 
what is really going on 
at the club where the 
portrait of Hitler is 
replaced by one of 

Vladimir Putin, Russian’s Prime 
Minister, when he calls to inspect the 
club’s basement. The same policeman 
encourages Bayonet and his male gang 
members — women play little part in the 
film — to intimidate Caucasian traders 
at a local market. 

As the action proceeds, another 
shadowy character, who introduces 
himself as a businessman “close to the 
government”, emerges who tries to 
involve the gang in “big politics” and 
to control and use them for his 
own purposes. 

Although this may seem 
stereotypical, almost everything, even 
small details, in the film is typical of 
today’s Russia. Russia 88 is like a mirror 
showing Russia without its makeup. 
The image revealed is not attractive but 
sick, tired, miserable, malicious, 
aggressive and stupid. 

The film poses far more questions 
than it answers. Its evident intention is 
to show the real face of today’s Russia, 
suffering from its Soviet and post- 
Soviet legacies, to shock, to scare and 
insistently to arouse feelings of self- 
defence against a nazi malady that could 
kill us all. 

An outspoken film, whether it 
will succeed in its intention of 
warning about the nazi danger or will 
be just another piece of nazi 
bonehead glamorisation is not clear. 
But demonisation by the authorities, 
as happened with Romper Stomper a 
1992 Australian film on a similar 
theme, will not educate anyone about 
the challenges democracy is facing. ~< 


aces ban 


RUSSIA 
Another 
nazikilling 
greets the 
new year 


From Ulyana 
Bobrova in Moscow 


Russian racists began 2010 with the 
brutal murder in central Moscow of a 
25-year-old man from Tajikistan. 

Further hate crimes and at least one 
other murder followed in a 
continuation of the violence of 2009, 
when at least 71 people were victims 
of racist murder, and 2008, which saw 
110 such offences. About half of all 
recorded incidents occurred in 
Moscow and its surrounding region. 

The declining number of killings can 
be partly explained by the fact that, 
since autumn 2008, the Russian 
security authorities have intensified 
the prosecution of violent right-wing 
extremists, holding over 100 in 
detention including some suspected 
multiple killers. This has forced the 
more violent nazis to be rather more 
circumspect but has also prompted 
them to adopt even more lethal 
weaponry, replacing knives with guns. 

When police arrested Nikita Tikhonov, 
the suspected murderer of the lawyer 
Stanislaw Markelov and the journalist 
Anastasia Baburova, a search of his flat 
revealed an arsenal of weapons as well 
as a huge sum of money. This was not a 
surprise as Tikhonov had a reputation 
for carrying weapons. 

In the Kaliningrad region in western 
Russia, two nazi skinheads killed a 19- 
year-old man, citing as their reason 
the fact that he was a drug addict and 
they saw it as their job to “cleanse the 
world of sub-humans”. 

This signifies a broadening of the 
nazis’ target group from anti-fascists 
and ethnic minorities to anyone else 
they hate, including Orthodox priests. 
Even the Russian security authorities are 
in the fascists’ crosshairs. Leading nazi 
ideologists view their other murder 
victims as “only a training exercise’. 

On 19 January, the anniversary of 
the murders of Markelov§ and 


Baburova, more than 1,000 people 
braved temperatures of -20C in 
response to a call by the “19 January 
Committee” for a rally in Moscow to 
commemorate the victims. 

The committee, established at the 
end of December, represents a broad 
alliance of left-wingers, anarchists, 
anti-fascists and liberals. To make the 
political context of the murders clear, 
the organisers called for a protest 
against nazi terror as the opening 
event of a much longer campaign, 
which has attracted the support of 
musicians, writers and film producers. 

Despite wide support for the event 
on 19 January, the Moscow authorities 
at first refused permission for a 
demonstration. After the human 
rights commissioner Vladimir Lukin 
became involved in the negotiations a 
compromise was reached under 
which rallies would be allowed at the 
start and finish of the demonstration. 

However, the police ignored the 
agreement and moved in to arrest 
40 people at the start of the 
demonstration when they tried to 
march off. Later, the police brought the 
protest to a premature end by 
confiscating both the loudspeaker and 
the speech notes of the person using it, 
a move that aggravated the situation 
and prompted the assembled anti- 
fascists to pelt the OMON riot police 
with snowballs. Only after the militia 
had released those who had been 
arrested was calm restored. 

At the beginning of February, 
the supreme court banned the 
National Socialist Society (NSS) 
following charges brought by the 
Russian attorney general. The court 
referred particularly to the extremist 
character of the organisation of 
which 13 members face serious 
criminal charges. ~<a 


International 


NETHERLANDS 


Wilders demands Muslim killer as defence witness 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


GEERT WILDERS, the far-right 
Dutch MP, wants his race hate trial to 
hear evidence from the convicted killer 
of the maker of an anti-Islam film who 
used the Koran to justify his act. 
Wilders, the leader of the right-wing 
populist Freedom Party (PVV), is 
charged with insulting a group and 
inciting hatred and discrimination. 
At a preliminary hearing on 20 January 
Wilders demanded that 18 witnesses be 
called, including Mohammed Bouyeri, 
the man who stabbed and shot Theo 
Van Gogh in an Amsterdam street in 
2004 and is now serving life 


imprisonment. The witness list is aimed 
at supporting Wilder’s claim that Islam 
should be on trial rather than him. 

The public prosecutor had not 
wanted to prosecute Wilders, but the 
Amsterdam Court of Appeal ordered in 
January 2009 that it go ahead after 


demands from several individuals and 
organisations. 

In response, the prosecutor interpreted 
the order more broadly and has added 
charges of insulting Muslims as a group. 
The charges cover five counts of 
breaking Dutch law in more than 100 
public statements, including likening the 
Koran to Hitler's Mein Kampf, calling for 
an end to the “Islamic invasion” and 
calling Islam “fascist and sick”. He could 
be fined or jailed if convicted. 

Wilders’s main defence is that he gave 
his interviews and made his comments 
as a parliamentarian and should be 
accorded parliamentary immunity from 
prosecution, regardless of where the 
statements were made. 

At the hearing, Wilders and his 
lawyer, Bram Moszkowicz, asked the 
public prosecutor to read out the 20- 
page indictment containing the speeches 
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and comments made by Wilders outside 
parliament. The request was part of 
Wilders’s strategy of wringing as much 
publicity and media attention out of the 
proceedings, which were broadcast live 
on television and the internet. 

This is why he chose Moszkowicz as 
his representative, a man who loves the 
glare of publicity, although interestingly 
Moszkowicz was only his second 
choice. Wilders had first approached 
the lawyers who represented members 
of the banned fascist party CP’86 but 
they rejected his media-show strategy. 

At the end of the hearing Wilders 
told the court: “I believe with my whole 
heart and soul that our freedom is under 
threat. Freedom is no longer to be taken 
for granted, as a fact. | make big 
personal efforts to defend this freedom 
because, of all of our rights, freedom 
is the most precious and vulnerable. 


hey 
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I don't complain about this. It’s my own 
choice, I see this as my duty.” 

The problem is that Wilders’s 
concept of freedom of speech is 
glaringly inconsistent: he claims the 
very same rights he wants to withhold 
from others, such as Muslims. 

Moszkowicz cites in Wilders’s 
defence the acquittal by the 
Netherlands’ highest court of Mike 


Bierens, a fascist activist, on a charge of 


insulting a group. The charge arose 
from a poster he displayed in a window 
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January to commemorate 


100 Dutch nazis 
marched through Arnhem on 30 
the 
installation of Adolf Hitler as the 


containing the slogan “Stop the cancer 
that is called Islam’. The irony is that 
Bierens belongs to a group of nazis who 
see Wilders as a “Zionist agent” because 
of his vocal support for Israel. 

Other witnesses that Wilders has 
requested in an attempt to prove that 
Islam is a “violent fascist system” include 
two Iranian Ayatollahs; Yusuf al- 
Qaradawi, a prominent professor from 
Qatar who is known worldwide by 
Muslims and has made controversial 
remarks on Palestinian suicide attacks 
and against gays; the radical Imam 
Fawaz from The Hague; and Robert 
Spencer from Jihadwatch, who has been 
collecting money for Wilders’s defence 
and has shared platforms with him. 

On 3 February, the court ruled that 
three witnesses could be heard behind 
closed doors. These are the Dutch 
Arabists Hans Jansen and Simon 
Admiraal, and the Syrian-American 
psychiatrist Wafa Sultan, who believes 
that “the world is witnessing a war 
between modernity and Islam that 
Islam will lose”. 

The court thereby thwarted Wilders’s 
aim of having endless public hearings 
involving these witnesses with a ruling 


Constant Kusters, the party leader, 
who got married on_ Hitler's 
birthday and calls himself “a private 
national socialist”, denies — this 


German Chancellor on 30 January 
1933. The event organised by the 
Dutch People’s Union came just 
three days after the 65th 
anniversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp. 

Although the NVU claimed it 
would attract a huge turnout, only 
the usual 80-strong ragbag of nazis 
paraded under the guise of a 
populist call for “the death penalty 
for child rapists and murdering 
paedophiles’, a theme linked with 
the NVU's vision of a “sound and 
healthy people's society”. 

Concerned about violence, the 
mayor of Arnhem took extreme 
measures to maintain public order 
and placed the march route out of 
bounds from 20:00 the previous 
evening. Any non-resident found 
there was liable to preventive arrest. 
Mi alianyaiayeom ef-te)e)(-MUV-l¢-W-lacacjiclemeye 
the day of the march, although no 
protests were reported. 

The NVU likes to demonstrate on 
notable dates in the Nazi calendar 
that commemorate the Second 
World War or have significance for 
the national socialist movement. 


charge but his demonstrations 
always feature glorification of the 
Third Reich. In Arnhem, _ for 
example, the leader of National 
Socialist Nei afoya) openly 
commemorated the establishment 
of the Third Reich and called for 
efforts to install a similar regime. 

In 2001 the NVU tried to march 
bicolan mm n(-1¢-4eXe 1a) (-14 0m COM Cold ¢¢-[o [= 
along the route used by the Nazi 
Wehrmacht to invade — the 
Netherlands in 1940. On 8 March 
2003 the party tried to march 
provocatively in Apeldoorn on the 
anniversary of the execution of 117 
Dutchmen in retaliation for the 
attempted assassination of the 
Dutch SS chief Hans Rauter in 1945. 

In February 2007~the NVU 
commemorated the death of the 
brownshirt legend Horst Wessel by 
singing the Nazi anthem named 
after him after their demonstration. 
Soon afterwards, the nazis 
marched to mourn the death of the 
so-called Black Widow, Florrie Rost 
e-lalm Kedalal (are [1a rim Wal -mm ile (e\ Wake) axe) aT= 
of the top collaborators with the 
Nazi occupation of the 


that Wilders characteristically claimed 
belongs in a “dictatorship”. The trial will 
resume with a further five hearing days 
between June and October. 

Outside the court on the opening day, 
around 200 Wilders fans demonstrated 
with placards and banners reading 
“Geert Akbar”, “Freedom ends where 
Islam begins” and “Our freedom ritually 
slaughtered”. Among them were 
numerous known fascists and extreme 
rightists including the notorious 
activist Ben van der Kooi, a former 
member of the National Alliance (NA). 
Also present were members of 
Voorpost, the chairman of the Dutch 
People’s Movement Wim Beaux, and a 
former parliamentarian of the long- 
defunct Centrum Democrats. 

Wilders, of course, distanced himself 
“100,000 per cent from the extreme 
right” but his fellow PVV MPs enjoyed 
the crowd and found its support 
“heart-warming”. 

In Brussels the fascist Vlaams Belang 
(VB) held a solidarity protest for 
Wilders at the Dutch embassy. The VB 
sees the trial as the “attempted organised 
murder of one of the most important 
movements in the Netherlands”. =i 


Netherlands. It was the first openly 
nazi march in the Netherlands 
since the Second World War. 

These events continue and the 
authorities make little effort to stop 
them. Last year the NVU marched 
FlColatem oy-]am@o)m tat-Mcolbic-w-)(o)areMUValren 
prisoners of the Nazis had to trudge 
to a concentration camp _ in 
Amersfoort. Later, the nazi Racial 
Volunteer Force boasted on the 
internet that they had succeeded in 
walking the route of “the inferiors”. 

Many people are legitimately 
asking what the principle “Never 
again” is really worth when latter- 
day nazis can exercise psychological 
terror on the streets, insulting and 
threatening the victims of the 
Holocaust and their families and, 
indeed, anyone else who does not 
fit their twisted worldview. 

Although some members of 
Arnhem city council were present 
on the morning’ of — the 
demonstration, they did _ not 
denounce the nazi character of the 
NVU or its vile activities. Instead, 
they focused on the council 
elections on 3 March, when the NVU 
will stand in Arnhem, Nijmegen, 
Heerlen and the village of 
Overbetuwe. It is not pees iXe) 
win any seats. i 
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GERMANY 


Anti-fascists stop Dresden nazi march 


From Michael Klein in Dresden 


IT WAS SUPPOSED to be a march of 
triumph, topping even last year’s 7,000 
turnout. But it turned into a 
monumental flop for Germany’s nazis 
when anti-fascist protesters, who had 
poured into Dresden in their thousands, 
prevented the fascists from staging 
their annual hate-filled spectacle on 
13 February. 

The 65th anniversary of the 
wartime bombing of Dresden was 
a prime date on the calendar. 
The nazis were hoping to impose their 
unwanted presence on the city centre. 
The mainstream response was not 
encouraging. The main action being 
planned was to form a rather sedate 
human chain some distance from 
where the nazis would gather. 

Several thousand people took part in 
the chain but the real setback for the 
nazis was organised by Dresden Nazi 
Free, a broad alliance of left-wing 
groups, trade unionists and Left Party 
MPs and members. Behind slogans 
such as “No Pasaran” and “A Dresden 
free of nazis”, this activist coalition 


called for mass non-violent blockades of 
the nazi march. In response, the police 
and the Saxon prosecution authorities 
tried to criminalise this strategy by 
raiding the campaign’s offices and 
closing its webpage. 

On the day, thousands of anti- 
fascists from all over Germany rallied 
to Dresden to block all possible routes 
for the nazi march with peaceful sit- 
ins. Although the police tried several 
times to clear the blockades, their 
efforts failed. 

Because of the scale of this anti- 
fascist opposition and the police’s own 
enforcement of tough measures against 
them, the nazis were unable to gather all 
their people in one place even to start 
their annual attempt to recast the 1945 
Allied bombing raids as an atrocity 
comparable to the Holocaust. 

Left all dressed up with nothing to do 
but vent their rage, a mob of 200-300 of 
them attacked the left-wing Conny 
youth centre, while others clashed with 
the police or just stood miserably 
stamping their feet for hours awaiting 


the start of their march. Their freezing 
meeting place — a railway station used 
during the Nazi dictatorship to deport 
Jews to extermination camps — was 
surrounded by anti-fascists who packed 
the city’s Neustadt determined that they 
would have no chance to go ahead with 
their march and rally. 

With nightfall rapidly approaching, 
the police, mindful of the risk of direct 
confrontation between anti-fascists and 
nazis that would result in total chaos, 
ordered the nazis to disperse. Frustrated 
by their long wait in the cold and failure 
to stage their parade, groups of them 
clashed with the police in towns on 
their way home. 

The nazis have already announced 
that they will change tactics in 2011. 
They intend to organise a rally with 
marchers converging on an assembly 
point from various starting locations to 
split up anti-fascist protests and make 
police deployment difficult. They can 
be sure that anti-fascists and 
democrats will be no less intent on 
stopping them. <i 


AUSTRIA Freedom Party deepens 
international cooperation 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


HEINZ CHRISTIAN Strache, leader of 
the extreme-right Freedom Party 
(FPO), welcomed a delegation from 
the Hungarian fascist Jobbik party 
in Vienna on 14 January, to 
“deepen cooperation” and “discuss 
further actions” Two days later, an 
FPO delegation addressed Jobbik’s 
election campaign launch — in 
Budapest. 

Jobbik, founded by Gabor Vona, is 
openly antisemitic and racist and 
is home to the outlawed (but still 
active) paramilitary Hungarian Guard. 
It is also one of the leading 
components of the Alliance of 
European National Movements (AENM) 
formed in October 2009. 

The AENM brings together some of 
the most hardline far-right groups in 
Europe, including the British National 
Party, the Front National in France and 
Jobbik. It has eight MEPs, which would 
rise to ten if the FPO joined. This would 
still fall far short of the minimum 25 
MEPs from seven countries needed to 
form an official group in the European 
Parliament and tap into the resultant 
huge financial benefits. 

The model for the AENM is the short- 
lived Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty 
(ITS) group, which survived just 10 
months in 2007 because of the 
inherent incompatibility of extreme 
nationalist and far-right parties from 
different countries. If the AENM 
survives, it will be only a matter of time 
before the FPO signs up. 

Although the mutually friendly 
backslapping of the FPO and Jobbik 
extremists was reported in the 
FPO’s publication Neue Freie 
Zeitung, it attracted little 
media attention and virtually 
no political reaction or 
comment. 

Of greater interest was 
the fact that Martin Graf, an 


FPO MP and deputy 
president in the Austrian 
parliament, absented 
himself from a 


parliamentary session to 
attend the 57th annual 
ball of the Wiener 


Korporationsring (WKR) on 29 January. 

The WKR brings together over 20 
student fraternities, which cover a 
political spectrum ranging from 
simple nationalism to pan-German 
nationalism to hardcore extreme right. 
The most infamous is undoubtedly the 
extreme-right Olympia fraternity, of 
which Graf is member. 

Despite a police ban on counter- 
demonstrations, more than 700 anti- 
fascists protested outside the former 
imperial palace, the Hofburg, where 
assorted right-wing bigots in fancy 
dress were waltzing the evening away. 
Scuffles broke out between the police 
and anti-fascists as a result of a heavy- 
handed police operation. 

Police appeared more concerned 
at dispersing the  anti-fascist 
demonstration at any cost and 
determining the identity of as many 
protesters as possible than at keeping 
the peace. Regrettably, some isolated 

vandalism occurred during 
the demonstration, 
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which resulted in negative news 
coverage that the FPO and WKR 
gleefully used to justify the police's 
anti-democratic behaviour. Fourteen 
people were arrested and several 
demonstrators and police officers 
were injured. 

Olympia is an official student 
fraternity and so it is natural that its 
members — when not binge drinking 
or trying to slash each other's faces 
with sabres — dedicate themselves to 
the further “education” of their 
“brothers”. To that end the fraternity 
announced a_ lecture on “race, 
evolution and behaviour” against the 
“left utopia of the ‘equality of all 
human beings”. 

The guest speaker at this bash at the 
end of February was the psychology 
professor and “race-theorist” John 
Philippe Rushton, whose controversial 
theory of a biological concept of “race” 
has been criticised by other academics 
as badly researched and racist. 

Rushton, who lectures at the 
University of Western Ontario, Canada, 
believes that humankind consists of 
three broad racial groups, Mongoloids, 
Caucasoids and Negroids. He argues 
that (genetically driven) _ racial 
differences are manifested in 
parameters such as intelligence, brain 
size, aggressiveness, sociability, 
compliance with the law, mental 
health, sexually transmitted diseases, 
size of genitalia, etc. He postulates a 
hierarchic structure of the three “races’, 
with the Mongoloids as the most 
evolved and intelligent, followed 
by the Caucasoids and the 
Negroids at the bottom. 

Olympia is never far from 

scandal and currently faces a 

legal complaint for minimising 
the Holocaust and other Nazi 
crimes. The trigger for the 
case was an attempt by 
Olympia to question the 

meaning of the well-known 

anti-fascist watchword 

“Never forget!” in an article 

published provocatively on 

27. January, Holocaust 

memorial day. ~<a 


+) International 


Applein 
trouble over 
iMussoliniapp 


By Alfio Bernabei 


IT WAS NOT the legislation that 
prohibits the apologia of fascism, nor a 
public outcry, nor even the words of 
outraged politicians that closed down 
the best-selling iPhone application 
containing extracts from 120 speeches 
by Mussolini, but a technical oversight 
regarding a copyright infringement. 

It was not the best ending to 
the latest episode of fascist propaganda 
distributed over the internet and com- 
mercialised as innocuous information. 

The iPhone app was developed by 
Luigi Marino, a 25-year-old computer 
programmer from Naples. He collated 
Mussolini’s speeches eulogising the 
fascist era for distribution through 
iTunes and for sale by Apple Store. 

In the week of Holocaust Memorial 
Day at the end of January, it emerged 
that the iMussolini application, 
available for 79 euro cents (68p), had 
more downloads than a video game 
based on the blockbuster science fiction 
film Avatar. “The first day it was 
downloaded only 55 times,” said 
Marino, “the second day more than 600 
and from the following day I had on 
average 1,000 downloads a day”. 

He had prepared himself for the 
inevitable questions. Had he ever meant 
to distribute fascist propaganda? Oh, no, 
it was just useful information, which, 
incidentally, was producing some 
financial gain. The creator of an app 
receives 70% of the sale proceeds and 
Apple 30%. It was one of the reasons 
that prompted the New York based 
American Gathering of Holocaust 
Survivors and their Descendants to 
confront Apple directly in its home 
country, calling iMussolini “a disgrace 
and a surrender to crass commercialism”. 

The 1952 Italian law that prohibits 
the apologia of fascism could have been 
invoked. But neither the police not the 
authorities have much regard for its 
existence. Infringements are frequent 
and blatant. When, very rarely, cases end 
up in court they are generally seen as the 
work of overzealous magistrates whom 
fascists usually accuse of being 


communists. 


In the case of the iMussolini app it 
seems that not one authority, politician 
or magistrate saw fit to intervene. 
Comments posted on websites were 
predictably divided. Exultation from 
the fascists: “What’s wrong with selling 
Mussolini’s speeches in Apple Store? 
Isn't the Billa supermarket selling quite 
openly the Mussolini 2010 calendar?” 
Anger from antifascists: “It was Italy 
that invented nazi fascism, which was 
later exported to Germany. In that 
country if one puts Mein Kampf on sale 
one is reported to the police. Why aren't 
we doing the same with nazi fascist 
propaganda in our country?” 

One politician did have something to 
say. Alessandra Mussolini, the 
granddaughter of the dictator, appointed 
by the Berlusconi government to preside 
over a Parliamentary Commission on 
children, saluted the iMussolini app and 
its popularity. “These speeches are part 
of our history,” she said, “they must 
remain accessible to everyone”. 

Among the political parties only the 
tiny PDCI (Partito dei Comunisti 
Italiani) threatened to write to the 
Home Secretary, Roberto Maroni, to 
ask for the app to be removed from the 
Apple Shop. This eventually happened 
on 2 February, but not because of 
Maroni or any antifascist protest. 
Italy's National Film Archive objected 
to the material being used without 
permission. “Our logo can be seen on 
the iMussolini application and no 
permission was ever given’, said a 
company representative. Marino was 


forced to withdraw his product, shortly 
after he had increased its price to €1.59 
because of its success. 

If flouting the law against fascist 
apologia is easy, claiming the right to 


freedom of expression, bypassing 
legislation against ethnic or racial 
discrimination, can be even more so, 
especially when the right to be 
selective can provide excellent cover. 
What about setting a two-tier price for 
an espresso, one for Italians and 
another for immigrants and Romas, to 
make it clear at the counter that they 
are not welcome? 

An example came to light last month 
in a bar in Rome close to an area with a 
large Gypsy camp called Martora. 
Chosen customers could buy an 
espresso for 75 cents, but the price shot 
up to €2.00 for Romas. Not only was 
the Gypsy woman who had been 
queuing alongside Italian customers 
asked to pay more than double for her 
espresso, but it was served in a paper cup 
rather than the porcelain one given to 
other customers. 

The woman, who works for a local 
educational cooperative to help Gypsy 
children attend school, later explained 
that the bar had been practising such 
discrimination for some time. “I have 
protested before,” she said, “only to be 
told quite bluntly that the price for 
Gypsies is set higher to invite them to 
go somewhere else”. Who would have 
thought that racial discrimination could 
percolate all to way down to the 
ubiquitous espresso? What next? —~ 
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The magazine of the HOPE not hate campaign SEC igh: 


Every month, for 35 years, Searchlight has been exposing 
the far right in Britain and abroad. It carries out 

investigations, reports on fascist activity and highlights 
our own campaign. It is the first port of call for activists, 
academics and journalists. ond eee 
The BNP hates it. a , : 
So if you want to keep yourself informed on | 

what is going on in the BNP and learn about 
the HOPE not hate campaign around the ee 
country you should subscribe to Searchlight. \#r- 

In addition to the magazine, you will receive [Saar 4s i. 
our Extra supplement - a periodic 12-page ¢ 
magazine that takes an in-depth 
look at a particular issue. 


Subscribing by standing order will 


save you 20% on the cover price 
and protect you from future 


; : not Hate 
price rises. 
Searchlight, the essential magazine 3 
for HOPE not hate organisers. —_— 
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Saturday 27 March 
HOPE not hate 
National Day of Action 


The 2010 HOPE not hate campaign is officially launched 
on Saturday 27 March with a national day of action. 
Dozens of events across the country will target the key 
wards and communities most under threat from the BNP. 


With the BNP standing over 400 parliamentary 
candidates and over 1,000 in council elections, it is vital 
that we campaign right across the country to tell people 

the truth about the racist party. 


You can sign up to an event on our website 
(www.hopenothate.org.uk) or if there is nothing 
organised in your area you can even set up an event 
yourself, Over the next few weeks we shall 

email our supporters to let them know what is 
happening in their area. 
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get organised. Please sign up to a local 
HOPE not hate event. 
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s hoping to build on its European election 
he general election and council elections. 


> will win outright control of Barking and Dagenham 
jest party in Stoke-on-Trent. 
‘hreat in 102 council wards. 


3NP might win its first parliamentary seats, with 
the party's prime targets. 


:not hate campaign will run its largest and most 
late. Our key objective is to mobilise the anti-BNP 
/ote. While we will campaign wherever the BNP 
w key areas such as Barking and Dagenham and 


mpaign. 


S We are setting up local HnH groups throughout 
e of HOPE. So far, almost 8,000 people have pledged 
mpaign. 


vill turn out the anti-BNP vote by conducting a 
operation in our key wards, targeting black, 

ty ethnic (BAME) communities and groups, who 
ost adversely affected by the BNP. Over 1,500 
ady signed up to canvass. 


OR In conjunction with the Daily Mirror we 
rsions of a tabloid newspaper, each 

or a key local area. This will allow us to take 
ues and carry endorsements from key movers 
ers from our target communities. 


)MEN VOTERS Research shows that women 
uch less likely to vote BNP than men. 

HnH campaign will link up with the Daily Mirror 
roduce an eight-page magazine that will 
distributed to 150,000 women voters in our 

2y wards. 


BH MEDIA WORK One of the successes of our 
European election campaign was our media 
strategy. We were able to fill the press with 
anti-BNP stories while simultaneously 
persuading news outlets not to portray the 
BNP as the party to benefit from the MPs’ 
expenses scandal. We will once again hire a 

press officer to run this aspect of our campaign. 


HOPE not hate is in the process of raising money for ou 
Every pound raised will be spent on our frontline campaig 
will consider making a donation. Here’s an example of whe 


vomit ae £10 a day's travel and food for a HOPE not 
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£25 1,000 women’s booklets 
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£100 5,000 leaflets to cover one council war 


£500 Telephone canvassing and direct-mail fc 
£1,000 A mailing to key voters in a target war 


For further information about donations 
contact Cormac at cormac@hopenothate.org.t 


| would like to support HOPE not hate. 
My gift towards the campaign is 
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